
 

Legislative Alert #113-45: RATIFY Convention on the Rights of Persons 

with Disabilities (CRPD) 

Take Action!  

VETERANS 

  

Issue Background: In the United States alone, over the last dozen or so years, more than 500,000 

Veterans have received disability ratings from the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). 

Furthermore, 5.5 million American Veterans are now living with a disability. The Convention on 

the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), or Disability Treaty, is an international treaty that 

embodies the same principles as the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of the 1990’s. CRPD 

supports equal treatment and non-discrimination in access to rehabilitation, employment, and 

educational opportunities for the disabled. In other words, the CRPD is an anti-discrimination 

treaty.  Our disabled American Veterans need to be treated with the same dignity and respect and 

given the same opportunities when travelling abroad as they enjoy here in the U.S.  Over 20 of the 

top Veterans organizations in the United States that advocate for the rights of the 5.5 million 

disabled American Veterans support U.S ratification of the CRPD.  Currently, disabled Veterans are 

waiting for the Senate to ratify the CRPD.   Some Senators have expressed reservations that the 

treaty would impede U.S. sovereignty, but this is untrue. The treaty seeks to replicate the ADA in 

other countries, without changing any U.S laws or adding any money to our budget.  CRPD would 

actually allow for the United States to participate in an annual discussion about disability rights 

globally. The main purpose of the treaty is to help Americans with disabilities who want to live, 

travel, or study abroad. 

 

Action Required:  Contact your Senators and urge them to support ratification of the Convention 

on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).  Both Republicans and Democrats support the 

treaty, including Veterans such as Senator John McCain (R-AZ), Secretary of State John Kerry and 

former Senator Bob Dole (R-KS).  CRPD would remove barriers for American Servicemembers and 

Veterans with disabilities to work, serve, study, and live abroad. 

 

Details (To Be Put Into Letter): 
Of the 57.8 million people in the United States with disabilities, 5.5 million are Veterans. Our 

military has, and continues, to serve to protect the importance of promoting human rights and 

dignity around the world. As a world leader the United States should continue to fight for these 

ideals. The United States has a responsibility to help give people with disabilities worldwide the 

same rights and dignity as we have here. Supporting the CRPD is directly supporting the ideals our 

Veterans and Servicemembers fought and continue to fight for.  Despite concerns over U.S 
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sovereignty by some in the Senate, there should be no concern at all because there are RUD’s 

(Reservations, Understandings, and Declarations) in place within the treaty that are legal conditions 

that clarify how a part of the treaty will apply to the United States or exempt the U.S. from a 

specific part of the treaty. RUDs are legally binding, thus not impeding on U.S. sovereignty, and the 

United Nations would also have no say in U.S. law. The Committee created by the treaty, composed 

of 18 disability experts, may only provide advice and make recommendations to parties of the 

treaty. The U.S. is not required to follow any such advice or recommendations. 

 

Like the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the CRPD supports equal treatment and non-

discrimination in access to rehabilitation, employment and educational opportunities. The CRPD 

promotes empowerment of our nation’s Veterans and Servicemembers with disabilities by providing 

the opportunity to achieve independent living and inclusion into all aspects of society. The CRPD 

would also remove barriers and allow American Servicemembers and Veterans with disabilities to 

work, serve, study, and live abroad. In part, barriers will be diminished due to changing attitudes 

around the world regarding people with disabilities.  As a result of changes occurring through the 

CRPD, American Servicemembers and Veterans with disabilities will be able to continue leading 

active lives within the global community. 

 

Take Action: Click the “Take Action” link at the top of the Alert to immediately email and/or write 

to your Senators and Representatives.  This is the quickest and most effective method of expressing 

your views to Congress. You can also write and/or e-mail the ‘Details’ section or edit as you desire 

for a more personalized communication .  Also, contact friends and family and urge them to use the 

Contact Congress feature on AUSN’s website as well. Please direct any questions concerning this 

issue to our Director of Legislation, Anthony Wallis, at 703-548-5800 or at 

Anthony.Wallis@ausn.org.  
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