
 

Legislative Alert #113-26: SUPPORT S. 1707, the Vulnerable Veterans 

Housing Reform Act of 2013 

Take Action!  

VETERANS 

  

Issue Background:  As it exists today, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) distributes the aid 

and attendance benefit as part of an enhanced pension program. The benefit is specifically designed 

for wartime Veterans who are severely disabled and have little or no income.  A number of these 

Veterans also rely on housing assistance through the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD).  Under current law (United States Housing Act of 1937), aid and attendance 

benefit is counted as income when determining eligibility for housing assistance through HUD, 

which ultimately reduces the availability of housing assistance for low-income, severely disabled 

Veterans.  This fact is compounded by the astronomical rate of homelessness among Veterans.  The 

VA’s 2012 Annual Homeless Assessment Report estimated that in 2012 over 60,000 Veterans were 

homeless. This necessary aid of the VA should not be counted against our nation’s Veterans when 

determining eligibility for housing assistance through HUD. 

 

Action Required: Contact your Senators and urge them to support and cosponsor S. 1707, the 

Vulnerable Veterans Housing Reform Act, introduced by Senator Dean Heller (R-NV) and Senator 

Heidi Heitkamp (D-ND), which would exempt from consideration as income by the Department of 

Housing and Urban Development (HUD) any expenses related to a Veteran’s aid and pension 

benefits.  

Details (To Be Put Into Letter): 
A number of our nation’s Veterans rely on housing assistance through the Department of Housing 

and Urban Development (HUD).  Unfortunately, under current law (the United States Housing Act 

of 1937), aid and attendance benefits provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is 

counted as income when determining eligibility for housing assistance through HUD, which 

ultimately reduces the availability of housing assistance for low-income, severely disabled Veterans. 

This issue poses a significant challenge to thousands of low-income and homeless Veterans across 

the United States as well those returning from military service.  

 

S. 1707 would exempt from consideration as income by HUD any expenses related to a Veteran’s 

aid and attendance pension benefits. This would exclude consideration as income under the United 

States Housing Act of 1937 payments of pensions made under section 1521 of Title 38, United 

States Code, to Veterans who are in need of regular aid and attendance. The aid and attendance 
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pension benefits program, provided by the VA, is vital to the livelihoods of severely wounded and 

disabled Veterans. The VA provides the aid and attendance benefit to Veterans with little or no 

income. This necessary aid should not be counted against them when determining eligibility for 

housing assistance through HUD. 

 

A similar bill, HR. 825 the Vulnerable Veterans Housing Reform Act, sponsored by Representative 

Joe Heck (R-NV-03) has passed the House bi-partisanly, and is also awaiting Senate 

consideration.  It is important that the Senate immediately consider H.R. 825 and/or support 

consideration of S. 1707, the Vulnerable Veterans Housing Reform Act to provide relief to at-risk 

and returning Veterans in our nation today. 

 

Take Action: Click the “Take Action” link at the top of the Alert to immediately email and/or write 

to your Senators.  This is the quickest and most effective method of expressing your views to 

Congress. You can also write and/or e-mail the ‘Details’ section or edit as you desire for a more 

personalized communication. Also, contact friends and family and urge them to use the Contact 

Congress feature on AUSN’s website as well. Please direct any questions concerning this issue to 

our Director of Legislation, Anthony Wallis, at 703-548-5800 or at Anthony.Wallis@ausn.org. 
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