
 

Legislative Alert #113-41: URGE Congress to Hold the Department of Defense 

Accountable for Revised Space-Available Travel Regulations and Equity 

Take Action!  

MILITARY 

  

Issue Background: As it exists, uniformed service members on Active Duty must be in a leave or 

pass status to register for space-available travel, remain in a leave or pass status while awaiting 

travel, and be in a leave or pass status the entire period of travel.  Guard and Reserve Components 

qualify for Space-A Travel under the final category, Category VI, as do dependents of Guard or 

Reserve Component members and ‘Grey Area Retirees’ (Reservists who are eligible for retirement 

pay at 60 years of age but not yet 60 years old).  Much of this was a result of the passage of the 

National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) of Fiscal Year 2013 (FY13), Public Law 112-239 

(P.L. 112-239), where Members of Congress and Veteran and Military Service Organizations 

(VSOs/MSOs) fought hard to include a budget-neutral, widely supported provision to expand 

Space-A for all retirees, including “gray-area” retirees and members of the Reserve Component, as 

well as their surviving spouses and dependents.  However, it has come to the attention of those 

wishing to utilize this privilege that this provision of P.L. 112-239 has not yet been implemented 

and some gray area retirees, members of the Reserve components, and surviving spouses and 

dependents are still being denied Space-A privileges.  These regulations have not yet been updated 

under Chapter 157 of 10 U.S. Code § 2641b. 

 

Action Required:  Contact your Representatives and Senators and urge them to exercise their 

oversight authority and hold the Department of Defense (DOD) accountable for not executing travel 

equity for  National Guardsmen, Reservists, “gray area” retirees and their dependents, and eligible 

surviving spouses and their dependents, currently being denied Space-A travel privileges.  This is 

afforded to them under the direction of the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) of Fiscal 

Year 2013 (FY13) (Public Law 112-239), ensuring the Space-A benefit is equally applied to those 

deserving it. 

 

Details (To Be Put Into Letter):  
After tireless work in 2012 by Congress and those in the Military Service Organization (MSO) 

community, the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2013 (FY13), Public 

Law 112-239 (P.L. 112-239), corrected a wrong to the military retiree and dependent community by 

including budget-neutral, widely supported language regarding expanding Space Available Travel, 

i.e. Space-A, for all retirees, including “gray area” retirees and members of the Reserve 

components, as well as their surviving spouses and dependents.  This codified, particularly in 
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Section 622 of P.L. 112-239, Space-A Joint Travel Regulations (JTR) administered by Department 

of Defense (DOD) which is now authorized by law, whereby Congress has oversight authority due 

to its inclusion in the U.S. Code.  However, it has become apparent through numerous examples of 

denials, that this provision has not yet been implemented.  Some gray area retirees, members of the 

Reserve Components, and surviving spouses and dependents are still being denied Space-A 

privileges, despite the new law and JTR requiring all transport to be filled to their fullest capacity 

and, consequently, not waste space.  These regulations have not yet been updated under Chapter 157 

of 10 U.S. Code § 2641b. 

 

The Secretary of Defense (SECDEF) has yet to establish a revised “priority order,” under the new 

law, with the purpose of considering military needs and readiness while ensuring the Space-A 

benefit is equally applied across-the-board to all those who served, along their families and 

survivors.  As a result, Congress, with its oversight authority under the codification of Space-A 

travel, should intervene and investigate why such regulations have not been updated by DOD as 

well as why members of the Reservist Component, “gray area” retirees and their dependents, and 

eligible surviving spouses and their dependents are being denied these travel privileges. Having 

Congress ask SECDEF to quickly implement the law will help ensure that those benefits are 

available to those who are deserving of them. 

 

Take Action: Click the “Take Action” link at the top of the Alert to immediately email and/or write 

to your Senators and Representatives.  This is the quickest and most effective method of expressing 

your views to Congress. You can also write and/or e-mail the ‘Details’ section or edit as you desire 

for a more personalized communication .  Also, contact friends and family and urge them to use the 

Contact Congress feature on AUSN’s website as well. Please direct any questions concerning this 

issue to our Director of Legislation, Anthony Wallis, at 703-548-5800 or at 

Anthony.Wallis@ausn.org. 
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