
 

Legislative Alert #113-34: SUPPORT H.R. 401 & S. 162, the Justice and 

Mental Health Collaboration Act (JMHCA) 

Take Action!  

VETERANS 

  

Issue Background: Veterans in the United States are confronted with a number of challenges when 

reintegrating into civilian life. Amongst those challenges is the effect on mental health that serving 

in our Armed Forces can have. After over a decade of war, it is imperative to ensure that our 

Veterans continue to have access to affordable and high quality mental healthcare options. The 

Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) already has many programs established to help Veterans 

combat mental health issues including Post-Traumatic-Stress-Disorder (PTSD) and substance abuse. 

However, it is imperative to give our legal system and law enforcement the tools and training 

needed to improve the way that our legal system interacts with individuals suffering from mental 

health crises, including Veterans. 

 

Action Required: Contact your Representatives and Senators and urge them to support and 

cosponsor H.R. 401, introduced by Representative Richard B. Nugent (R-FL-11), and S. 162, 

introduced by Senator Al Franken (D-MN), the Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Act 

(JMHCA) of 2013, which would provide the resources to our legal system in order to help Veterans 

with judicial supervision, case management, mental health treatment services, and other appropriate 

services. 

 

Details (To Be Put Into Letter): 
Our nation’s Veterans come home from service battling mental illnesses such as Post-Traumatic-

Stress-Disorder (PTSD), depression, anxiety, substance abuse and addiction.  While the Department 

of Veterans Affairs (VA) continues to strive towards ensuring that Veterans have full access to, and 

more importantly knowledge of, all resources and help available to them, many, if not most, 

Veterans are often unaware of the legal help and benefits they are granted and the legal system 

oftentimes is ill-equipped to deal with the complex range of mental health issues facing our 

Veterans. Among the commitments made to our Veterans is ensuring they have access to affordable 

and high quality mental healthcare options. Consequently, it is important to give law enforcement 

the tools and training they need to improve the way that our legal system interacts with Veterans 

suffering from mental health crises. 

 

H.R. 401 and S. 162, the Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Act (JMHCA), are great 

bicameral bills that seek to improve all criminal justice mental health programs by bringing the 
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needed resources to law enforcement, the courts, and correctional facilities in order to combat the 

increasingly-prevalent mental health issues they encounter. These bills would extend the Mentally 

Ill Offender Treatment and Crime Reduction Act (MIOTCRA) for five years as well as increasing 

focus on corrections-based programs and the development of curricula for police academies to 

further improve the way our entire justice system can serve those suffering from mental health 

issues. Additionally, these bills would authorize investments in Veterans treatment courts. These 

courts would specifically serve Veterans who suffer from PTSD and other mental health problems 

and would greatly improve the quality of mental healthcare our Veterans receive upon their return 

from service to civilian life. Overall, this legislation increases collaboration among criminal justice 

institutions, mental health and substance abuse programs, and Veteran agencies while improving the 

way that our legal system interacts with Veterans suffering from mental health issues. 

 

Take Action: Click the “Take Action” link at the top of the Alert to immediately email and/or 

write to your Senators and Representatives.  This is the quickest and most effective method of 

expressing your views to Congress. You can also write and/or e-mail the ‘Details’ section or 

edit as you desire for a more personalized communication .  Also, contact friends and family 

and urge them to use the Contact Congress feature on AUSN’s website as well. Please direct 

any questions concerning this issue to our Director of Legislation, Anthony Wallis, at 703-548-

5800 or at Anthony.Wallis@ausn.org.  
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