
 

Legislative Alert #113-47: URGE Congress to Pass Needed Legislation 

Relating to Veterans Affairs, Healthcare and Benefits 

Take Action!  

VETERANS 

  

Issue Background: Since the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Office of the Inspector General 

(OIG) released its interim report regarding issues of patient wait times, scheduling practices, and 

alleged patient death within the VA Health Care System (VAHCS), numerous bills have been 

proposed in the Senate and House regarding the VA Health Care scandal and how to resolve issue 

it. Due to debates among Members of Congress, few of these bills have proceeded to pass either the 

Senate or the House, leaving Veterans seeking healthcare from the VA without the help from 

Congress that they need. In addition, VA employees involved in these scandals, such as those who 

manipulated patient waitlists or those involved with retaliations against Whistleblowers, still retain 

their positions within the VA without punishment due to a lack of accountability within the agency. 

It is imperative that Members of Congress work together in order, through such forums as the Joint 

House and Senate Veterans Affairs Conference Committee established this past month, to pass 

much needed legislation to help Veterans receive the care they deserve and to restructure the 

VAHCS and punish those who commit wrongdoing. 

 

Action Required: Contact your Representatives and Senators and urge them to support and 

cosponsor legislation regarding the VA Health Care crisis in order to improve Veterans’ access to 

healthcare and to address serious issues within the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).   Inform 

them that it is intolerable if they leave for the August recess without passing a solution to this 

problem, and we will not accept them putting the Veteran’s needs behind the ambitions of re-

elections. 

 

Details (To Be Put Into Letter): 
Recent studies have revealed that issues of patient wait times, scheduling practices, patient deaths, 

and inappropriate actions by employees of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) have led to the 

crisis within the VA Healthcare System (VAHCS). Many Veterans are at risk for being neglected in 

the scheduling process due to insufficient staffing at VA facilities as well as inappropriate usage of 

scheduling programs. Several attempts have been made by Members of the House and the Senate to 

pass legislation regarding the VA; however few have made it past their respective committees. The 

issues regarding VA and Veteran health care options need to be addressed immediately, and it is 

crucial that Members of Congress work together in order to pass the necessary legislation to help 

Veterans. 

http://capwiz.com/ausn/issues/alert/?alertid=63281161&queueid=10466883636


 

Several bills have been proposed in the Senate in order to deal with the issues facing the VA. The 

bill S. 944, Veterans Health and Benefits Improvement Act, S. 1982, the Comprehensive Veterans 

Health and Benefits and Military Retirement Pay Restoration Act of 2014, and S. 2450, Veterans’ 

Access to Care through Choice, Accountability, and Transparency Act of 2014, all work to assess 

and improve provisions concerning Veterans within the VA as well as processes within the 

department regarding scheduling, staffing, productivity, and documentation. Similarly, the House 

has introduced legislation in reaction to the happenings within the VA such as H.R. 4031, the 

Department of Veterans Affairs Management Accountability Act of 2014, and H.R. 5094, 

authorizing the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to recoup awards, work to restructure the VA and 

provide the Secretary with the power to remove employees and employee bonuses from those 

responsible for management problems. Despite these legislative efforts, none of these bills have 

passed regarding the nation’s Veterans. It is critical that Members of Congress work together in 

order to pass important legislation that protects and ensures that Veterans receive the care they 

deserve and that works to restructure and improve the problems within the VA. 

 

Take Action: Click the “Take Action” link at the top of the Alert to immediately email and/or write 

to your Senators and Representatives.  This is the quickest and most effective method of expressing 

your views to Congress. You can also write and/or e-mail the ‘Details’ section or edit as you desire 

for a more personalized communication .  Also, contact friends and family and urge them to use the 

Contact Congress feature on AUSN’s website as well. Please direct any questions concerning this 

issue to our Director of Legislation, Anthony Wallis, at 703-548-5800 or at 

Anthony.Wallis@ausn.org.  
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