
 

Legislative Alert #113-35: SUPPORT S. 1982 & Boozman-Begich Amendment, 

Providing Advanced Appropriations for VA Programs, Benefits and Services 

Take Action!  

VETERANS 

  

Issue Background: This week, the Senate will consider on the floor the bill S. 1982, the 

Comprehensive Veterans Health and Benefits and Military Retirement Pay Restoration Act of 2014, 

introduced by Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT).  This omnibus Veteran bill makes important 

improvements to health and benefit programs for Veterans by including a variety of provisions from 

approved Veteran bills marked up by members of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee 

(SVAC).  This bill is the most recent version of S. 1950.  Given the limited amount of Veteran 

legislation, passed last year, a comprehensive Veterans bill is needed.  In addition, an amendment 

will be offered during debate which will provide Advanced Appropriations to the Department of 

Veterans Affairs (VA).   During the recent government shutdown while many VA offices and 

services were closed, VA hospitals and clinics were able to provide uninterrupted health care to 

Veterans. By contrast, the shutdown delayed, disrupted and suspended other critical services. 

Advance appropriations is not just for government shutdowns, but makes VA health care funding 

more sufficient, timely and predictable and can do the same for the rest of VA’s programs, benefits 

and services. Advance appropriations mitigate disruptions caused by late budgets and Continuing 

Resolutions (CR’s), which have occurred in 22 of the past 25 years. 

 

Action Required: Contact your Senators and urge them to support S. 1982, the Comprehensive 

Veterans Health and Benefits and Military Retirement Pay Restoration Act of 2014, introduced by 

Senator Bernie Sanders (VT).  Also, urge your Senators to support the Boozman-Begich 

Amendment to S. 1982, introduced by Senator John Boozman (R-AR) and Senator Mark Begich 

(D-AK), providing advance appropriations for vital Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) programs. 

 

Details (To Be Put Into Letter): 
The Senate will be considering legislative action on S. 1982 in the coming week.  This bill, the 

latest form of S. 1950, contains provisions of S. 944 which includes language to amend Title 38, 

United States Code, to require courses of education, approved for purposes of the All-Volunteer 

Force Educational Assistance Program and Post-9/11 Educational Assistance, to charge Veterans 

tuition and fees at the in-State tuition rate. Additionally, there is a provision, based on S. 629, the 

Honor America’s Guard and Reserve Retirees Act, to recognize twenty-plus year career service in 

the Reserve Components of the Armed Forces by honoring such Reservists with status as Veterans 

under law.  Furthermore there are a number of other provisions in S.1982 addressing Veterans 
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issues including provisions of S. 495, the Careers for Veterans Act, which would improve 

opportunities for Federal and State agencies to hire Veterans. 

 

When S. 1982 is brought up on the Senate floor, an amendment will be offered by Senators 

Boozman and Begich which will provide advanced appropriations measures to cover mandatory 

accounts within the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). The Boozman-Begich amendment 

contains the substance of, S. 932, the Putting Veterans Funding First Act, which was previously 

approved by the Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.  Adoption of the Boozman-Begich 

amendment would not result in any additional spending by the Federal government, there is no 

PAYGO “score” and no offsets would be required, since projected spending if the amendment were 

enacted exactly matches the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) baseline.  Advance appropriations 

process not only helps the VA during government shutdowns, but makes VA health care funding 

more sufficient, timely and predictable every year. Adopting S. 1982 and the Boozman-Begich 

amendment are essential to fulfilling our promises to our nation’s Veterans.  By making legislative 

improvements to VA healthcare and benefits while ensuring sufficient, timely and predictable 

funding, S. 1982 and the Boozman-Begich amendment are crucial steps towards keeping such 

promises. 

 

Take Action: Click the “Take Action” link at the top of the Alert to immediately email and/or write 

to your Senators and Representatives.  This is the quickest and most effective method of expressing 

your views to Congress. You can also write and/or e-mail the ‘Details’ section or edit as you desire 

for a more personalized communication .  Also, contact friends and family and urge them to use the 

Contact Congress feature on AUSN’s website as well. Please direct any questions concerning this 

issue to our Director of Legislation, Anthony Wallis, at 703-548-5800 or at 

Anthony.Wallis@ausn.org.  
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