
 

Legislative Alert #113-38: SUPPORT H.R. 4217 & S. 2075, the Military 

Commissary Sustainment Act of 2014 

Take Action!  

MILITARY & VETERANS 

  

Issue Background: The Military Commissary system is a chain of department storehouses that sell 

groceries and household goods to Active Duty, Guard, Reserve, Veterans and their families. 

Administrated by the Department of Defense’s (DOD) Defense Commissary Agency (DECA), the 

commissaries provide wholesome food beyond what is supplied in the official rations, and thus 

savings that supplement military pay. Dating back as far as 1825, Commissary system saves patrons 

an average of more than 30% on their grocery bills. Continually rated as one of the military’s top 

non-pay benefits, commissaries provide many young servicemembers and their families, 

particularly those stationed in high cost-of-living areas, price savings that they simply could not live 

without. For an average family of four that regularly shops in a commissary the savings come to be 

about $4,400 per year. 

 

The Commissary system has long been viewed as a core pillar of support for military families, a 

valued part of military pay and benefits that enhance the quality of life for America's military and 

their families, and a component in ensuring that the military is able to recruit and retain the best and 

brightest men and women to serve our country. The Commissary system has undergone many 

changes in its efforts to ensure world-class standards are made to improve customer service and 

save tax dollars. Concentrating on its objectives to continually improve customer service and sustain 

customer savings, DECA continues to strive towards making the commissary system better. 

 

Action Required:  Contact your Representatives and Senators and urge them to support and 

cosponsor H.R. 4217, introduced by Representative Randy Forbes (R-VA-04), and S. 2075, 

introduced by Senator Mark Warner (D-VA), the Military Commissary Sustainment Act of 

2014.  The bills would prohibit any cuts in DOD’s funding for commissaries until a report has been 

filed by the Military Compensation and Retirement Modernization Commission (MCRMC) next 

year.   

 

Details (To Be Put Into Letter):  
The initial purpose of the Commissaries was to take the on-post retail functions out of the hands of 

civilian vendors and post traders and allow the military to “care for its own.” The legislation 

recognized the uncommon burden placed on servicemembers and their families by the cost of 

having to live places that might be above their level of income, and was intended to provide for our 

http://capwiz.com/ausn/issues/alert/?alertid=63155801&queueid=10260854591


nation’s heroes essential goods and items of life at a reduced price that matched the level of income. 

Throughout its existence, the Commissary system has performed respectably, undergoing many 

amendments and improvements over the last two decade.  However, the proposed cuts by the 

Administration in the President’s Budget (PB) for Fiscal Year 2015 (FY15) propose to have the 

$1.4 billion in funding for the Defense Commissary Agency (DECA) cut down to just $400 million 

over the next three years. Slashing DECA’s funding by more than two-thirds means that the 

commissaries will have to eliminate their discounts and raise prices in order to survive. Inevitably, 

increased costs will lead to fewer customers, which will inevitably eliminate any benefits 

commissaries offer our military families. 

 

These bills, H.R. 4217 and S. 2075, would prohibit the administration from making any changes to 

the Commissary system until after the Military Compensation and Retirement Modernization 

Commission (MCRMC), a Congressionally mandated commission to review the current benefits 

system and make recommendations, issues its report in 2015. Passage of this legislation would 

ensure that the benefits of commissaries that servicemembers and their families rely on are being 

protected and that the men and women who serve our country give proper focus to their duty of 

defending our nation without the unnecessary stress associated with family financial issues due to 

the rising cost of living. 

 

Take Action: Click the “Take Action” link at the top of the Alert to immediately email and/or write 

to your Senators and Representatives.  This is the quickest and most effective method of expressing 

your views to Congress. You can also write and/or e-mail the ‘Details’ section or edit as you desire 

for a more personalized communication .  Also, contact friends and family and urge them to use the 

Contact Congress feature on AUSN’s website as well. Please direct any questions concerning this 

issue to our Director of Legislation, Anthony Wallis, at 703-548-5800 or at 

Anthony.Wallis@ausn.org. 
 

 

 

mailto:Anthony.Wallis@ausn.org

