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DEFENSE FUNDING UNCERTAIN IN HOUSE, SENATE RELEASE BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 
By Edgar Rodriguez, Director of Legislation and Government Relations 
 
The House and Senate Budget Committees released their proposals for Fiscal Year 2016 this week and defense 
provisions in both proposals remain uncertain because of contention between defense hawks who want to maintain or 
increase defense spending, and fiscal hawks who want decreased funding in all sectors of the federal government. 
 
In the House, a Budget Committee proposal that short-changed defense provisions made it out of committee only 
after Republican leadership promised defense hawks that $2 billion in emergency war funding would be added. The $2 
billion is expected to be added next week when the House Budget bill is debated by the full House, although many 
fiscal hawks in the House are expected to push back against it. In the Senate, the Budget Committee added $38 
billion to defense spending through a special war account not subject to spending restorations put forth by the Budget 
Control Act (BCA), a move that many fiscal hawks in the Senate opposed. 
 
We at AUSN strongly believe that our military needs to be properly funded in order to provide for our nation’s 
security, and we are pressing Members of Congress and their staffs to ensure that our military service members have 
the resources they need to provide for that security. We will continue to monitor these budget issues closely to ensure 
our military remains strong and able.            
 
HOUSE ARMED FORCES COMMITTEE HEARING ON THE FISCAL YEAR 2016 NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION BUDGET REQUEST FROM THE MILITARY DEPARTMENTS 
By Roza Kessaci, Legislative Intern 
 
On March 17, 2015, the House Armed Services Committee held a hearing regarding the Fiscal Year (FY) 2015 National 
Defense Authorization Budget Request from the Military Departments. The Honorable John M. McHugh, General 
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Raymond T. Odierno, USA, The Honorable Ray Mabus, Admiral Michelle Howard, USN, General Joseph F. Dunford, Jr., 
USMC, The Honorable Deborah Lee James, and General Mark A. Welsh III, USAF all addressed the importance of 
lifting sequestration from the defense budget. The panelists stated that budget cuts are forcing the military 
departments to cut back on necessary programs; which include compensations, training and military readiness, and 
equipment. 
 
The panelists stated that the consequences for not approving an increase in the military budget would be the inability 
for the military to act quickly and efficiently. They also stated that it would create strategic deterrence, have an 
impact on readiness; and that more active military members would be at risk of injury and death. The current Budget 
Control Act (BCA) restrains the Navy from properly funding its programs, which includes building and maintaining its 
ships. 
 
Lastly, the Committee discussed the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS), the U.S Navy’s newest warship, which is designed to 
defeat asymmetric threats such as mines, quiet diesel submarines, and fast surface craft. The Navy is concerned that 
a continued sequestration policy will break of production of these warships. 
 
To view the hearing in its entirety, visit the Committee’s website 
at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qaBI6zvuOq4 
 
HOUSE VETERANS’ AFFAIRS COMMITTEE HEARING ON HIGHER EDUATION OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE 
NEWEST GENERATION OF VETERANS 
By: Jennifer Mamola, Legislative Intern 
 
On March 17, 2015, the House Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity held a hearing reviewing 
higher education opportunities for the newest generation of veterans. The primary concern the witnesses expressed 
was that many veterans need remedial courses before taking course for credit, having been out of school for so long. 
Currently, veterans’ benefits only cover six hours of developmental courses that are non-credit. And while some 
campuses have great support systems for veterans, many lack basis peer-to-peer support. It was proposed that 
Congress look at the Veterans Cost-of-Instruction Program (VCIP) from 1972 and “consider a similar VCIP-like 
program for today’s veterans in order to maximize this new benefit’s impact.” 
 
In regards to state’s charging in-state tuition and fees, the VA representative testifying suggested the committee 
consider passing H.R. 475, moving the implementation date to July 1, 2016 instead of July 1, 2015; “We understand 
that VA is in the process of developing waiver criteria for states that are actively pursuing changes to become 
compliant. It is our position that waivers may create a situation of inequality between state institutions.” Yet, four 
states are already in compliance and the VA has received formal responses from 32 states with intent to comply by 
July 1, 2015; while twelve states and five territories have contacted the VA, either asking questions or requesting 
more time. 
 
SENATE ARMED FORCES, SEAPOWER SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING ON NAVY SHIPBUILDING PROGRAMS 
By Jessica Taylor, Legislative Intern 
 
On Wednesday, March 18, 2015, the Senate Subcommittee on Seapower held a hearing regarding the Navy’s 
Shipbuilding Program, and to review the Defense Authorization Request for Fiscal Year 2016 and the Future Years 
Defense Program of the United States Navy. Assistant Secretary of the Navy Research, Development, and Acquisition, 
Sean J. Stackley, Vice Admiral William H. Hilarides, and Vice Admiral Joseph P. Mulloy all testified before the 
Subcommittee. 
 
The greatest concerns from both the Subcommittee and those testifying were what to prioritize if the Navy was forced 
to undergo another series of budget cuts. Assistant Secretary Stackley assured the Subcommittee that maintaining 
shipbuilding is the first priority of the Navy. Thus, due to the high priority placed on shipbuilding programs, they 
would be the last to receive budget cuts since it “takes 30 years to build a Navy.” 
 
Assistant Secretary Stackley also addressed to Subcommittee Member, Senator Kaine (VA), how the Navy has 
transformed to be cost effective in designing new programs, such as the Ohio Class replacement. With the Ohio Class 
Replacement, the Navy set cost targets and caps at the front end in an effort to bring costs down. Through cost 
reduction plans, since 2010, the cost per ship has decreased from $5.8 billion to $5.3 billion. Stackley assured 
Subcommittee Member, Senator John McCain (AZ), that he was confident that the construction of the John F. Kennedy 
would remain within the given budget. 
 
To view the hearing in its entirety, visit the Committee’s website at: 
http://www.armed-services.senate.gov/hearings/15-03-19-navy-shipbuilding-programs- 
 
SENATE ARMED FORCES, SEAPOWER SUBCOMMITTEE/TRANSPORTATION, COAST GUARD AND MARITIME 
TRANSPORTATION SUBCOMMITTEE JOINT HEARING ON NAVAL COOPERATIVE STRATEGY  
By Jessica Taylor, Legislative Intern 
 
On Wednesday, March 18, the House Armed Forces Seapower Subcommittee held a joint hearing with the 
Transportation Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation Subcommittee to discuss a Naval Cooperative Strategy. Vice 
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Admiral Charles D. Michel, USCG, Major General Andrew W. O'Donnell Jr., USMC, and Rear Admiral Upper Half Kevin 
M. “Kid” Donegan, USN, all testified before Members of the joint hearing, which was led by Chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Seapower and Projection Forces, J. Randy Forbes. 
 
The central theme of the joint hearing was that the Coast Guard needs a greater presence in operations, despite 
President Obama’s drastic budget cuts to the Coast Guard during sequestration. Both Representatives Hunter (CA-50) 
and Garamendi (CA-03) questioned Vice Admiral Michel’s on why the Coast Guard has not been actively trying to 
replace the Ice Breaker, Polar Sea. Michel’s responded that the Coast Guard is about to conduct a 15-18 month 
survey regarding the condition of the Polar Sea, and whether the old parts are available for replacement. The 
construction of a new ice breaker is not out of the question; however, it would be an expensive program, for its 
already underfunded budget. 
 
Vice Admiral Michel, Major General O’Donnell, and Rear Admiral Donegan, all stressed the importance of working 
together despite their organizational differences. They all agreed that accomplishing operations gets down to 
cooperation and risk management. 
 
To view the hearing in its entirety, visit the Committee’s website 
at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3aRcdWEpWO8 
 
HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS, MILCON SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING ON AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS 
COMMISSION APPROPRIATIONS 
By Adam Bernstein, Legislative Intern 
 
On March 18, 2015, the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related 
Agencies met to discuss appropriations for Fiscal Year 2016 for the American Battle Monuments Commission, the 
Army National Military Cemeteries, the U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims, and the Armed Forces Retirement 
Home. 
 
Representatives from the Battle Monuments Commission and the Army National Military Cemeteries requested 
additional funds to begin expansion projects of national cemeteries, particularly at Arlington, Virginia, where proposed 
expansions could allow burials to continue into the 2050s. Additionally, these groups intend to use their requested 
funds to create visitors centers and invest in more interactive technology to help visitors connect with the importance 
of the sites. The Representative from the Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims asked for additional funds to bring 
another judge onto the panel to assist with the mounting number of veterans appeals and to help distribute the 
workload more efficiently. The Armed Forces Retirement Home plans to use their requested funds to make expansions 
to their facilities to accommodate the increasing number of service member retirees trying to get nursing home care. 
 
AUSN is currently working with the Department of the Army at Arlington National Cemetery, and is committed to 
assisting them with 2 expansion programs they are currently negotiating with the City of Arlington, to ensure they can 
continue to offer burials beyond 2050. It’s important to know that while we are trying to help Arlington expand, at 
some point we will eventually run out of land to purchase, and Arlington will become a War Memorial and no longer a 
place for burials.  To ensure we have the adequate amount of room for our men and women who answer the national 
call to service, it may be beneficial to put a cap on the requirements to be buried at Arlington. 
 
To view the hearing in its entirety, visit the Committee’s website at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=03oFl5IzZ6g 
 
HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS, MILCON SUBCOMMITTEE OVERSIGHT HEARING-DEPARTMENT OF VETERAN 
AFFAIRS, OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 
By Adam Bernstein, Legislative Intern 
 
On March 19, 2015, the Subcommittee on Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies of the House 
Appropriations Committee met with representatives of the Office of the Inspector General of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to discuss the ongoing investigations and prosecution of misconduct within the Department. 
 
Although there were two witnesses, Richard Griffin, the Deputy Inspector General of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, provided most of the testimony for this hearing. He reported that the Office of the Inspector General is 
conducting ongoing investigations at all VA facilities to prosecute misconduct. While some guilty employees are being 
punished for their actions, progress is slower than the Inspector General and the Subcommittee would like. 
 
In addition, Congressman Jolly expressed concern over the modest 0.3% increase in the President’s budget proposal 
for the Inspector General’s office, which would force the office to lay off ten workers at a time when more personnel 
are needed. Mr. Griffin said the Inspector General would ideally like to have an increase of $15 million to hire 75 
additional personnel to conduct more thorough investigations on a larger scale. According to Griffin, the original goals 
of reducing wait times as well as the backlog of claims by 2015, is now a “stretch goal.” 
 
To view the hearing in its entirety, visit the Committee’s website at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MPmvHZ-
M4Y8 
 
JOIN AUSN’S LEGISLATIVE CORPS! 
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In one week, AUSN will be launching a new and improved version of our previous Legislative Liaison program, called 
“Legislative Corps.” We hope you will join us for our 2015 AUSN Legislative Corps Kick-Off Phone Muster on March 
27th at 1700 EST.  Please email LegislativeCorps@ausn.org if you would like to join our Legislative Corps and be sent 
an official invitation to all Legislative Corps events and phone musters. 
 
The AUSN Legislative Corps will be AUSN’s national grassroots advocacy network comprised of more than 20,000 
AUSN members and Friends of the Navy supporters of the Sea Services and Veterans. Members of the AUSN 
Legislative Corps will stay up-to-date on the issues facing our military and their families and veterans; standing ready 
to email, write, call and visit our nation’s lawmakers to make their voices heard. 
 
The goal of the AUSN Legislative Corps will be to further enhance the Voice for America’s Sailors on Capitol Hill, by 
educating Congress and the nation on issues pertaining to our Navy, national defense, veterans, and retirees. The 
AUSN Legislative Corps is free and open to all members of AUSN and citizens who have an interest in our Sea Services 
and veterans’ communities. More details on this program will be released soon. 
 
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR SUMMER INTERNS 
 
AUSN is currently accepting applications for Summer 2015 internships. While at AUSN, Legislative Interns will assist 
the Legislative Director in not only performing administrative tasks, but also with day to day operations of the office. 
AUSN Legislative Interns will track and monitor upcoming Congressional hearings. In addition, in cases where the 
hearings are not televised or streamed online, the interns will go to Capitol Hill and take notes and monitor the 
hearings of the Senate/House Armed Services Committees, Senate/House Defense Appropriations Committees, 
Senate/House MILCON&VA Appropriations Committees and the Senate/House Veterans Affairs Committees. 
Afterwards, the Legislative Director will review After Action Reports (AAR’s) before distribution to Executive Director 
and AUSN staff. Along with this responsibility, interns will proofread letters to Members of Congress from the 
Legislative Director, Capitol Hill Blog, and Legislative Alerts before either the Legislative Director or Intern posts to the 
website. 
 
Interested candidates can submit a cover letter, resume and 1-2 page writing sample to the Director of Legislation 
and Government Relations, Mr. Edgar Rodriguez at edgar.rodriguez@ausn.org. AUSN internships are part-time 
ranging from 2-3 days a week, and Metrorail travel reimbursement is available to interns as well as free parking at our 
office in Alexandria, VA. 
 
AUSN LEGISLATION INFORMATION 
 
In the advocacy section of the website, you can click on Bills of Interest to get daily revisions on Congressional action 
for all AUSN priority bills.  We strongly encourage you all to visit our Advocacy page, especially the Capitol Hill Blog 
which receives almost daily submissions when Congress is in session to see what AUSN is doing for you on Capitol Hill. 
 
We also encourage you and your friends and family to visit the AUSN FACEBOOK PAGE.  If you have an account, 
please Login and “Like” us, which will allow you to see our TWITTER feeds and other updates from AUSN that shows 
us monitoring Capitol Hill on your behalf! 
 
QUESTIONS/COMMENTS/CONCERNS 
Edgar Rodriguez, Director of Legislation and Government Relations 
Phone (Office): 703-548-5800, (Mobile): 703-517-9310 
E-mail: Edgar.Rodriguez@ausn.org 
 
Michael Little, Director of Military and Veterans Benefits 
Phone (Office): 703-548-5800, (Mobile): 703-859-5932 
E-mail: Michael.Little@ausn.org 
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