
 

Legislative Alert #113-5: SUPPORT H.R. 671 and S. 294, the Ruth Moore 

Act of 2013 

Take Action!  

VETERANS 

  

Issue Background: Currently, there is a tragic occurrence of unreported and untreated cases of 

sexual assault amongst our nation’s service members. There is an incredibly difficult process of 

establishing a burden of proof when validating a sexual assault took place within the military, and 

more than 85 percent of all military sexual assaults go unreported. On top of sexual assault being a 

rampantly unreported crime in the military, many who suffer such assaults fail to receive the proper 

medical and mental health benefits they apply for and deserve. It’s unacceptable that men and 

woman who have pledged their service to the safety of our nation fail to receive full protection and 

benefits for their own health and safety.   

 

Action Required:  Contact your Representatives and Senators and urge them to support and 

cosponsor H.R. 671, introduced by Representative Chellie Pingree (D-ME-01), and S. 294, 

introduced by Senator Jon Tester (D-MT), the Ruth Moore Act of 2013 which would amend Title 

38, United States Code, to improve the disability compensation evaluation procedure of the 

Secretary of Veterans Affairs for veterans with mental health conditions related to military sexual 

trauma.   

 

Details (To Be Put Into Letter): There are many Active Duty and Veterans who are victims of 

sexual assault and are not receiving the proper care that they deserve, both due to the tragic stigma 

of reporting such crimes, and the difficulty in proving that they were committed. In 2011 alone, less 

than 8 percent of reported cases went to trial and less than 200 attackers were eventually convicted. 

The Ruth Moore Act, named after a Navy Veteran who fought for over twenty years to receive 

medical benefits after being sexually assaulted, makes it easier for veterans to qualify for benefits 

through simply showing a medical diagnosis of a mental health condition and link between an 

assault and that of a mental health condition. This will not only streamline the process of veterans 

receiving the healthcare that they deserve, but also prevent false mental diagnoses like Ms. Moore 

was wrongly accused of having, thus complicating the appropriate treatment by the Department of 

Veterans Affairs (VA). 

 

S. 294 and H.R. 671 improve the process for victims of sexual assault receiving vitally important 

healthcare benefits.  The bills help lower the barrier of false mental health diagnoses that plague 

those trying to prove a crime took place. Both bills also adjust the claims system of the VA to match 

http://capwiz.com/navalreserve/issues/alert/?alertid=62470281&queueid=9325117851


the appropriate ‘standard of proof’ as that of those combat veterans who suffer from Post-Traumatic 

Stress Disorder (PTSD). There cannot be another layer of failure on the VA’s part in the claims 

processing after a service member has suffered at the hands of their attacker, and lowering certain 

standard of proof ensures that survivors of military sexual assault get the support they deserve 

without having to jump through additional hoops. 

 

Take Action: Click the “Take Action” link at the top of the Alert to immediately email and/or write 

to your Senators and Representatives.  This is the quickest and most effective method of expressing 

your views to Congress. You can also write and/or e-mail the ‘Details’ section or edit as you desire 

for a more personalized communication .  Also, contact friends and family and urge them to use the 

Contact Congress feature on AUSN’s website as well. Please direct any questions concerning this 

issue to our Director of Legislation, Anthony Wallis, at 703-548-5800 or at 

Anthony.Wallis@ausn.org. 
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