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Legislative Alert #112-3: SUPPORT H.R. 4164 and 

S. 2112, Space Available Travel Act 

Take Action!  

TRAVEL 

  

Issue Background: There are a total of six categories, priority levels, for space available 

travel (Space-A Travel). These categories are; CATEGORY I: Emergency travel on a round-

trip basis in connection with serious illness or death; CATEGORY II: Environmental Moral 

Leave; CATEGORY III: Ordinary Leave- Members of the uniformed services in an ordinary 

or reenlistment leave status; CATEGORY IV: Unaccompanied dependents on EML- 

Unaccompanied family members, 18+, traveling on EML; CATEGORY V: Permissive 

Temporary Duty and Students; CATEGORY VI: Retirees- National Guard/Reserve 

Components, the Ready Reserve and Retired military members. 

Action Required: Contact your Senators and Representatives and urge them to support H.R. 

4164, introduced by Representative Don Young (R-AK-At Large) on 7 March 2012 and S. 

2112, introduced by Senator Mark Begich (D-AK) on 15 February 2012. The bills would 

amend title 10, United States Code, to authorize space-available travel on military aircraft for 

members of the reserve components, a member or former member of a reserve component 

who is eligible for retired pay but for age, widows and widowers of retired members, and 

dependents. 

Details (To Be Put Into Letter): 
As it exists, uniformed service members on active duty must be in a leave or pass status to 

register for space-available travel, remain in a leave or pass status while awaiting travel, and 

be in a leave or pass status the entire period of travel. However, Guard and Reserve 

Components qualify for Space-A Travel under the final category, Category VI. Dependents 

of Guard or Reserve Component members currently cannot fly Space-A, unlike the Active 

Duty where dependents can fly with them. Nor can ‘Grey Area Retirees’ travel on Space-A 

as well (Reservists who are eligible for retirement pay at 60 years of age but not yet 60 years 

old). 

The common argument against giving higher travel status to Guard and Reserve as the Active 

Component is that Space-A is governed exclusively by DOD Joint Travel Regulations (JTR), 

DOD 4515.12-R. Even though JTR does establish priority categories, they must adhere to 

section 2641b in Title 10 highlighting, “Space-available travel on Department of Defense 

aircraft: retired members residing in Commonwealths and possessions of the United 

States…,” which Congress has the authority to intervene and change. The six priority 

categories are derived from this policy. However, many Space-A transports, like C-130’s, at 

bases within the continental United States (CONUS) and overseas, leave empty due to the 
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lack of use by upper categories. 

The Reserve Component has established itself as an indispensable operational force in 

defending our country in Iraq, Afghanistan and around the world. Serving alongside the 

Active Component worldwide, members of the Reserves deserve to have higher 

consideration for Space-A Travel. Expanding this benefit for all members and gray area 

retirees would be a significant step in closing the benefit gap that exists for our deserving 

members and their families, at no additional cost. 

Take Action: You can e-mail the ‘Details’ section or edit as you desire. This is the quickest 

and most effective method of expressing your views to Congress. Also, contact friends and 

family and urge them to use Contact Congress as well. Please direct any questions 

concerning this issue to our Director of Legislation, Anthony Wallis, at 703-548-5800 or at 

Anthony.Wallis@ausn.org. 
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