
 

Action 
Alert  

Legislative Alert #112-17: SUPPORT H.R. 4287 and S. 3049, 

Homeless Veteran Definition Bills 

Take Action!  

VETERANS 

  

Issue Background: In 2009, the Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid Transition to 

Housing (HEARTH) Act passed, which updated the definition of homelessness to cover 

individuals escaping domestic abuse.  However, the definition of “homeless veteran” was 

not updated to reflect this change.  Today, 8% of our nation holds veterans status, but 30% 

or higher of our nations homeless are veterans themselves. 

Action Required:  Contact your Representatives and Senators and urge them to support 

and cosponsor H.R. 4287, introduced by Representative Janice Hahn (D-CA-36), and S. 

3049, introduced by Senator Mark Begich (D-AK), that would include as a homeless 

veteran, for purposes of eligibility for benefits through the Department of Veterans Affairs 

(VA), a veteran or veteran's family fleeing domestic or dating violence, sexual assault, 

stalking, or other dangerous or life-threatening conditions. 

Details (To Be Put Into Letter):  
Today only about 8% of our nation holds veterans status, but 30% or higher of our nations 

homeless are veterans themselves. This uneven ratio can be directly related to the types of 

hardships one endures during their military service, as an overwhelming majority of these 

veterans suffer from mental illnesses, alcohol and drug addictions and co-occurring 

disorders. Even more disheartening is the VA’s suggestion that while anywhere from 

130,000 to 400,000 veterans are homeless every year; there is an additional 1.5 million 

veterans that are at high risk of becoming homeless in the coming year. 

The bills, for purposes of eligibility for benefits through the Department of Veterans Affairs 

(VA), would include in the definition of homeless veterans, a veteran or veteran's family 

fleeing domestic or dating violence, sexual assault, stalking, or other dangerous or life-

threatening conditions in the current housing situation. This would also include situations 

where the health and safety of children are jeopardized and there is no other residence as 

well as the lack of resources or support networks to obtain other permanent housing.  These 

bipartisan bills give at risk veterans of domestic violence or other life threatening 

conditions eligibility for assistance under the Kinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act.  

With the amount of homeless veterans increasing, due to a wide range of conditions, it is 

imperative that the VA expand the definition of a homeless veteran to include new 

parameters. 

Take Action: Click the “Take Action” link at the top of the Alert to immediately email 

http://capwiz.com/navalreserve/issues/alert/?alertid=61518091&queueid=8490801171
http://ausn.org/Default.aspx


and/or write to your Senators and Representatives.  This is the quickest and most effective 

method of expressing your views to Congress. You can also write and/or e-mail the 

‘Details’ section or edit as you desire for a more personalized communication .  Also, 

contact friends and family and urge them to use the Contact Congress feature on AUSN’s 

website as well. Please direct any questions concerning this issue to our Director of 

Legislation, Anthony Wallis, at 703-548-5800 or at Anthony.Wallis@ausn.org. 
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