
 Action Alert 
Legislative Alert #112-9: SUPPORT H.R. 4051 and S. 2246, the Transition Assistance Program (TAP) 

Modernization Act  

Take Action! 

 

VETERANS  

  

Issue Background: The Transition Assistance Program (TAP) was established to meet the needs of 

separating service members during their period of transition into civilian life by offering job-search 

assistance and related services. TAP helps service members and their spouses make the initial transition 

from military service to the civilian workplace with less difficulty and at less overall cost to the 

government.  An independent national evaluation of the program estimated that service members who 

had participated in TAP, on average, found their first post-military job three weeks sooner than those 

who did not participate in TAP. As it exists today, TAP consists of comprehensive workshops at selected 

military installations nationwide. There, professionally-trained workshop facilitators from the State 

Employment Services, military family support services, Department of Labor contractors, or VETS’ staff 

present the workshops. 

Action Required: Contact your Representatives and Senators and urge them to support and cosponsor 

H.R. 4051, introduced by Representative Marlin Stutzman (R-IN-03) on 16 February 2012, and S. 2246, 

introduced by Senator John Boozman (R-AR) on 28 March 2012, the Transition Assistance Program (TAP) 

Modernization Act.  Both bills would direct the Secretary of Labor to provide off-base training to military 

veterans and their families.  

Details (To Be Put Into Letter): 

The success of an American veteran, during the first few years of civilian transition, can be directly 

related to the quality of that veteran’s Transition Assistance Program (TAP) training. Requiring a veteran 

to access a military installation, in order to access a TAP class, puts extra burden on that veteran. The 

reasons for a veteran not being able to access a military installation vary, from family emergencies to 

honorably fulfilling their enlistment while deployed or coast-to-coast moves. These factors add to an 

already stressful period in a service member’s life. Therefore, requiring service members to stay in a 

certain area so that they will be able to access a TAP class hinders the civilian transition period. 

More accessible TAP classes, in more areas, will create and foster an environment in which a veteran 

can thrive during his or her transition period. Installing these off-base TAP classes in the most hard-hit 
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areas of the job-market will also help to decrease the rate of unemployed veterans. This bill will improve 

the transition to civilian life and the job market by providing off-base TAP classes and bring in job search 

experts to teach these classes for veterans and their spouses. 

Take Action: You can e-mail the ‘Details’ section or edit as you desire. This is the quickest and most 

effective method of expressing your views to Congress. Also, contact friends and family and urge them 

to use Contact Congress as well. Please direct any questions concerning this issue to our Director of 

Legislation, Anthony Wallis, at 703-548-5800 or at Anthony.Wallis@ausn.org. 

 

 


