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Issue Background: The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA), was passed 

in 2010 (P.L. 111-148) and amongst its provisions was the creation of a Medicare 

Independent Payment Advisory Board (IPAB). The board is charged with making 

recommendations on ways to reduce the per capita growth rate in Medicare spending 

whereby their recommendations would become effective automatically, unless Congress 

can amend them with legislation. 

 

If implemented, the board will consist of 15 unelected and unaccountable Washington 

“experts.” IPAB is given the authority to meet and make its decisions behind closed doors, 

and would not need to consider the perspective of Medicare patients, TRICARE 

beneficiaries or their health care providers. According to the PPACA, IPAB rulings also 

cannot be challenged in a court of law. 

 

Action Required: Contact your Representatives and urge them to support passage of H.R. 

452, which would repeal the provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 

providing for the Independent Payment Advisory Board (IPAB). The bill is expected to 

have House floor consideration the week of March 19. 

 

Details (To Be Put Into Letter): 
The House Ways and Means Committee, Health Subcommittee held a hearing on Tuesday, 

March 6 regarding the bill H.R. 452, the Medicare Decisions Accountability Act, 

introduced by Representative Phil Roe (R-TN-01). The hearing heard testimony from the 

American Urological Association, the American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy 

Research, the American Institute for Research as well as submitted written testimony from 

the National Military and Veterans Alliance (NMVA), which AUSN is a member of. The 

bill was reported favorably with Full Committee markup scheduled for March 8 before an 

anticipated House floor consideration the week of March 19. 

 

This board raises many concerns as to the effect it would have upon our nation’s veterans. 

Almost one third of our 24 million veterans are over the age of 65. The vast majority of 

them live in households in which at least one person receives Medicare benefits. As a 

result, the impact of any change in Medicare services is felt both immediately and directly 

by them. Moreover, because Medicare reimbursement rates and coverage determinations 

are standard measures for some provisions of TRICARE as well as a number of private 

insurance programs, there are real concerns about the IPAB’s indirect impact upon military 
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retirees now and particularly in the future as its scope of authority expands. 

 

As created, IPAB is an agency without direct accountability either to Congress or to the 

public and is also not subject to any form of judicial appeal. As currently constituted, IPAB 

is not even required to consider the impact of its cuts on Medicare patients. Most troubling 

is the way in which Medicare beneficiaries, patient advocates, and the American people 

have no recourse to its actions. 

 

Take Action: You can e-mail the ‘Details’ section or edit as you desire. This is the quickest 

and most effective method of expressing your views to Congress. Also, contact friends and 

family and urge them to use Contact Congress as well. Please direct any questions 

concerning this issue to our Director of Legislation, Anthony Wallis, at 703-548-5800 or at 

Anthony.Wallis@ausn.org. 
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