
 

Legislative Alert #113-15: SUPPORT H.R. 1971 & S. 1078, the Keep Faith 

with TRICARE Prime Act 

Take Action!  

VETERANS 

  

Issue Background:  Effective 1 October 2013, more than 171,000 Veterans and beneficiaries will 

lose access to TRICARE Prime as a result of a new Pentagon policy that would force these 

individuals to switch plans. These new rules affect those who live 100 miles outside of TRICARE 

Prime Service Areas (PSA’s), causing them to switch to a fee-for-service option called TRICARE 

Standard. This service would create an increase in out-of-pocket expenses, which many Veterans 

would potentially not be able to cover due to their fixed incomes.    

 

Action Required: Contact your Senators and Representatives and urge them to support and 

cosponsor H.R. 1971, introduced by Representative John Kline (R-MN-02), and S. 1078, introduced 

by Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), the Keep Faith with TRICARE Prime Act of 2013, which 

would direct the Secretary of Defense to provide certain TRICARE beneficiaries with the 

opportunity to retain access to TRICARE Prime. 

 

Details (To Be Put Into Letter):  
Our nation’s Veterans are currently facing a problem that would affect more than 171,000 

beneficiaries nationwide. A recent Pentagon policy change would result in the elimination of 

TRICARE Prime Service Area’s (PSA’s) which would create a financial disturbance amongst those 

affected. These beneficiaries’ healthcare benefits would automatically be switched from TRICARE 

Prime to TRICARE Standard. This change would create out-of-pocket expenses that are not 

sustainable by their fixed incomes. Noting the serious damage that would follow this restriction on 

beneficiaries’ healthcare coverage, the Keep Faith with TRICARE Prime Act of 2013 would 

provide a level of accommodation as well as honor the benefits promised to Veterans.    

 

H.R. 1971 and S. 1078 are both commendable pieces of legislation that seek the opportunity for 

continued enrollment in TRICARE Prime depending upon the needs of beneficiaries. This 

legislation would direct the Secretary of Defense to provide a one-time election for the continued 

membership in TRICARE Prime, so long as the Veterans would reside in the same ZIP code as 

he/she did at the time of the election. The Keep Faith with TRICARE Prime Act of 2013 would 

attempt to create a practical measure to help soften the influence that the policy change would have 

amongst Veterans.  

 

http://capwiz.com/navalreserve/issues/alert/?alertid=62705216&queueid=9630015611


In addition, the legislation would allow beneficiaries, military retirees, and Veterans to make 

informed decisions on how to utilize their military retirement healthcare benefits, while considering 

their future choices with their families. This ensures that servicemembers are given the choice they 

earned and were promised between TRICARE Prime and TRICARE Standard healthcare insurance.  

 

Take Action: Click the “Take Action” link at the top of the Alert to immediately email and/or write 

to your Senators and Representatives.  This is the quickest and most effective method of expressing 

your views to Congress. You can also write and/or e-mail the ‘Details’ section or edit as you desire 

for a more personalized communication .  Also, contact friends and family and urge them to use the 

Contact Congress feature on AUSN’s website as well. Please direct any questions concerning this 

issue to our Director of Legislation, Anthony Wallis, at 703-548-5800 or at 

Anthony.Wallis@ausn.org. 
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