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HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE, SUBCOMMITTEE ON DEFENSE MARKUP 
On 8 May 2012, the House Appropriations Committee- Subcommittee on Defense (HAC-D) completed its markup of the Defense Appropriation bill 
for Fiscal Year 2013 (FY13). Highlights of the FY13 HAC-D markup include: $128.5 billion to provide for 1,401,560 active-duty troops and 843,400 
reserves ($2.6 billion below last year, due to the reduction in troop totals).  This also includes a 1.7% pay raise for the military, which is in line 
with pending Defense authorization legislation. For the Defense Health and Military Family Programs, $35.1 billion, which is $334 million above 
last year’s level, and $348 million above the President’s FY13 Budget Request ($125 million of which is appropriated for traumatic brain injury 
and psychological health research).   Finally, the HAC-D markup included details on Navy equipment procurement appropriations which includes: 
$15.2 billion to procure 11 Navy ships, including three DDG-51 Destroyers and advance procurement for two SSN-774 Attack Submarines in Fiscal 
Year 2014 (FY14), $5.2 billion for 29 F-35 aircraft, $3.6 billion for 12 E/A-18G Growlers and 37 F/A-18E/F Hornet aircraft and $2 billion for the 
National Guard and Reserve Equipment Account (NGREA).  Details on the HAC-D markup can be found at the AUSN Defense Appropriations 
Analysis webpage. 
  
HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE, SUBCOMMITTEE ON MILITARY CONSTRUCTION/VA MARKUP 
On 8 May 2012, the House Appropriations Committee- Subcommittee on Military Construction and Veterans Affairs (HAC- MILCON/VA) completed 
its markup of the MILCON/VA Appropriation bill for Fiscal Year (FY13).  Highlights of the FY13 MILCON section markup include: $1.65 billion for 
military family housing, which fully funds the budget request for family housing construction and operation and maintenance for fiscal year 2013, 
$927 million for construction and alterations for new or existing military medical facilities, $547 million for essential safety improvements and 
infrastructure work at DOD Education Activities facilities and $41.4 billion for VA Medical Services which include: $6.2 billion in mental health 
care services; $73 million in suicide prevention activities; $220 million for traumatic brain injury treatment; $5.8 billion in homeless veterans 
treatment, services, housing, and job training; and $250 million in rural health initiatives.  Details on the HAC-MILCON/VA markup can be found 
at the AUSN MILCON/VA Appropriations Analysis webpage. 
  
HOUSE VETERANS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, HEARING ON MENTAL HEALTH CONCERNS 
On 8 May 2012, the House Veterans Affairs Committee (HVA) held a hearing on the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) effectiveness in treating 
service members suffering from PTSD and other related mental health issues, including staff of professionals.  One of the key highlights included 
the questioning of Chairman Jeff Miller (R-FL-01) to Secretary of Veterans Affairs, Eric Shinseki, and Assistant Deputy Under Secretary for Health 
Workforce Services, Annie Spiczak, that the VA already has 1,500 vacancies and that they would first need to address the vacancies before they 
could be able to add 1,900 new staff. He also asked the Secretary to outline a timeframe for the hiring of said staff. The Secretary referred the 
question to Ms. Spiczak, who outlined a four-fold strategy for the recruitment and hiring of the mental health care positions in question.  The 
strategy included; 1) having a very robust marketing campaign, 2) The VA appointing 21 experienced health care recruiters, whose main focus 
will be to accumulate the 1,900 health care professional mandated by the VA, as well as to help the overly-high turnover rate that has led to 
1,500 vacancies, 3) the VA will try and retain the health care trainees in their residency programs nation-wide and, 4) complete involvement and 
support from VA leadership. 
  
HOUSE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE, FULL COMMITTEE MARKUP OF NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT 
On 9 May 2012 and ending in the early morning of 10 May 2012 at 2am, the House Armed Services Committee (HASC) completed its markup of 
H.R. 4310, the Fiscal Year 2013 (FY13) National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA).  After more than 16 hours of debate, HASC passed the bill out 
of committee by a vote of 56-5.The HASC marked up bill of H.R. 4310 authorizes $554 billion for the Department of Defense (DOD) along with an 
additional $88 billion for overseas contingency operations (OCO). The Full Committee markup contained an across-the-board pay raise of 1.7% for 
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military personnel.  Other highlights of the Full Committee markup that pertains to AUSN interests and priorities includes authorizing $32.2 
billion total for the Defense Health Program and rejecting the Administration’s FY13 Budget Request proposal to add annual enrollment fees for 
TRICARE for Life (TFL) for Medicare-eligible Retirees, income based enrollment fess for TRICARE Prime, enrollment fee for TRICARE Standard and 
raising TRICARE Standard deductibles. The markup also restores 3 of the 4 Navy cruisers proposed for early retirement in FY13, support advance 
procurement EA-18G’s, fully fund request for 29 F-35 Lightning II aircraft and 26 F/A-18 E/F Super Hornets.  The markup also authorized a multi-
year procurement for up to 10 Virginia Class submarines and a multi-year procurement for up to 10 DDG-51 Arleigh Burke class destroyers.  
Finally, HASC voted to reject, in an amendment, the President’s proposal for two additional rounds of Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC).  
Details on the HASC Full Committee markup of the FY13 NDAA can be found at the HASC NDAA markup webpage or the AUSN Capitol Hill Blog on 
the NDAA markup, since HASC is currently re-writing H.R. 4310 after this week’s markup. 
  
HOUSE PASSES BUDGET RECONCILIATION BILL 
On 10 May 2012 the House of Representatives passed H.R. 5652 by a vote of 218-199, strictly on party lines.  The bill would cancel the $98 billion 
in automatic cuts to discretionary spending set to take effect in January 2013, as mandated by the Budget Control Act of 2011 (BCA). Of that $98 
billion, $55 billion would be cuts to the military, Department of Defense (DOD). The bill replaces the $98 billion in automatic cuts (known as a 
“sequestration”) with a $19 billion cut in the discretionary cap for Fiscal Year 2013 (FY13), a move estimated to save $310 billion in the coming 
decade from mandatory spending.  The savings, as part of the Budget Reconciliation Bill (H.R. 5652), would put in place reductions to a host of 
social programs as well as other savings from various Executive Branch agencies and programs under their administration. AUSN had been 
attending meetings, along with other Veteran Service Organization’s (VSO), with House GOP leadership on defense sequestration legislation, and 
the Budget Reconciliation Bill which would seek to achieve this.  However, despite AUSN’s position that defense sequestration would have 
disastrous effects on the military community as well as our national security, see letter to House Leadership, the GOP proposal would offset the 
cuts to the Department of Defense on other agencies and programs within them, which had no bipartisan support as seen with the bill’s passage 
yesterday.  Detailed information on yesterday’s vote can be found at AUSN’s Capitol Hill Blog on the Budget Reconciliation Bill. 
  
AUSN ON THE HILL 
This past week, and last week while the House and Senate were in recess, AUSN met with staff from the offices of Representative John Kline (R-
MN-02), Senator Herb Kohl (D-WI), Senator Scott Brown (R-MA), Senator Mark Begich (D-AK), Representative Duncan Hunter (R-CA-52), Senator 
Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Senator Ron Johnson (R-WI), Representative Jeff Miller (R-FL-01) who is Chairman of the House Veterans Affairs 
Committee, and staff from the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee.  Many of the Senate meetings focused on the push, in coordination with the 
Military Coalition (TMC) to get the no-cost Veteran Status legislation, S. 491, passed in the Senate since it passed the House unanimously last 
fall.  Other topics of discussion included AUSN priorities such as adequate end-strength levels, equipment procurement funding and NDAA related 
matters as the House and Senate continue to work on NDAA this month. 
  
PRIORITY BILLS INTRODUCED THIS WEEK 
S. 3052, (Official title yet to be released). Introduced by Senator Sherrod Brown (D-OH), the bill amend title 38, United States Code, to require 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to provide veterans, when such veterans electronically file claims for benefits under laws administered by the 
Secretary, with notice that relevant services may be available to the veterans from veterans service organizations. 
S. 3049, (Official title yet to be released).  Introduced by Senator Mark Begich (D-AK), the bill would amend title 39, United States Code, to 
expand the definition of homeless veteran for purposes of benefits under the laws administered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs. 
H.R. 5712, (Official title yet to be released). Introduced by Representative Tammy Baldwin (D-WI-02), the bill would authorize the Secretary 
of Labor to establish a pilot program to have community business leaders mentor members of the Armed Forces under the Transition Assistance 
Program. 
H.R. 5683, (Official title yet to be released).  Introduced by Representative Bruce Braley (D-IA-01), the bill would authorize the President to 
establish the Veterans' Job Corps as a means of providing gainful employment to unemployed veterans and widows of veterans through the 
performance of useful public works. 
  
In the advocacy section of the website, you can click on Bills of Interest to get daily revisions on Congressional action for priority bills.  I 
STRONGLY encourage you all to visit our Advocacy page, especially the Capitol Hill Blog which receives almost daily submissions when Congress is 
in session to see what AUSN is doing for you on Capitol Hill.  
  
NEW LEGISLATIVE ALERTS 
Two Legislative Alerts were sent this week based on hearings and interaction with Congressional staff, as well as traction on the issue.  When 
these alerts are sent to your email, please click on the TAKE ACTION link that is at the top of the alert email to send a letter response to your 
Members of Congress (a few of you have written in that you wish to send letters, but don’t know how).  If you have not seen them, please go to 
the Legislative Alerts section on the AUSN webpage and/or check your e-mail for the following alerts which were titled: 
  
Legislative Alert #112-11: SUPPORT S. 2121 and H.R. 4045, PDMRA Act, and inclusion in FY13 NDAA 
Legislative Alert #112-12: Address Navy Equipment Shortfalls in the FY13 Budget Request for the FY13 NDAA 
  
NEXT WEEK OUTLOOK 
Next week, the Full House Appropriations Committee is scheduled to begin its markup of both the HAC-D and HAC-MILCON/VA markups of their 
annual appropriation bills and the full House is scheduled to vote on passage of H.R. 4310, the FY13 NDAA, by next week Friday. AUSN will also be 
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attending a few Capitol Hill meetings with staffers next week as well as monitoring a few additional Committee hearings.  Lastly, AUSN has also 
been invited to participate in a roundtable discussion with other VSO’s at the request of Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-CA-08) next week 
Thursday as well as attending a Veterans Day National Committee meeting at the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
  
The Association of the United States Navy is continuously on and/or monitoring Capitol Hill, advocating for your concerns and utilizing our strong 
relationships with Members of Congress, Staff and cooperating with other military associations to tell the Navy and our veterans’ story. This is an 
ALL HANDS ON DECK effort and your grassroots advocacy will help make the changes that need to happen! 
  
QUESTIONS/COMMENTS/CONCERNS 
Anthony A. Wallis, Legislative Director 
Phone (o): 703-548-5800, (m): 703-517-9310 
E-mail: Anthony.Wallis@ausn.org  
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