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HOUSE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE HEARING ON AMPHIBIOUS FLEET REQUIREMENTS 

On 25 June 2014, the House Armed Services Committee (HASC) held a hearing on the amphibious fleet requirements of 

the U.S. Navy. The hearing was presided over by HVAC Chairman, Representative Howard ‘Buck’ McKeon (R-CA-25), 

and HASC Acting Ranking Member, Representative Mike McIntyre (D-NC-07), who was sitting in for HASC Ranking 

Member, Representative Adam Smith (D-WA-09).   The witnesses testifying included Vice Admiral (VADM) Joseph 

Aucoin, Deputy Chief of Naval Operations (DCNO) for Warfare Systems; General John M. Paxton, the Assistant 

Commandant of the Marine Corps (ACMC); and the Honorable Sean Stackley, the Assistant Secretary of the Navy. In 

his opening statement, Chairman McKeon thanked the panel for their dedicated service and went on to speak about the 

request the Navy and Marine Corps are making for 38 amphibious assault ships. However, he noted that the fiscal 

constraints are pushing Congress to only provide 33 amphibious assault ships. The Chairman wanted to know how the 

Navy and Marine Corps would handle this cut to their request and understand as well as mitigate the risks associated 

with it. The Chairman also went over the need to know how new amphibious ships are going to be developed and the 

challenges that come with building ships. Ranking Member McIntyre gave his opening statement and spoke to the same 

risks associated with the 33 ships granted to the Navy and Marine Corps versus the 38 ships they requested. 

 

FURTHER READING (Full AUSN Transcripts & After Action Reports (AARs) available upon request): 
Next, the witnesses gave their opening statements, whereby Secretary Stackley listed the current number of ships that 

are active and mentioned how it is Congresses responsibility to give our military the best weapons and technology 

available. Secretary Stackley went on to elaborate the risks associated with providing 33 amphibious ships instead of the 

requested 38, stating that today there are 32 amphibious ships and missions such as emergency response would be 

largely limited with a reduction in amphibious assault ship procurement. General Paxton gave his opening statement in 

which he spoke about providing these ships with ship connectors and asking Congress to support the ship building 

industry. Finally, VADM Aucoin gave an opening statement where he reiterated the concerns of Secretary Stackley and 

General Paxton. He thanked Congress for their continued support. 
  
Ranking Member McIntyre began the round of questioning by asking how to reduce the risk with major design changes. 

VADM Aucoin responded by stating that it would take a couple more years in order to come up with a new design. 

Secretary Stackley responded to this question as well by stating that the ship design would need to have new capabilities 

http://www.ausn.org/Advocacy/LegislativeWatch/tabid/270/Default.aspx


with aviation as well as being cost effective. Next, Representative Steven Palazzo (R-MS-04) asked the next question 

about how the Navy and Marine Corps wanted to move forward. General Paxton answered this question by stating that 

the best way to move forward would be to provide the 38 amphibious ships. He elaborated on this by saying that there 

are simultaneous operations going on and that only 90% of the current ships are available because 10% of the ships are 

always in maintenance. The new amphibious ships would need to have a larger number of marines on a ship, vehicle 

spots, and a deck sport for aviators and a well deck for ship connectors. Representative Rob Wittman (R-VA-01) then 

asked what cost efficiencies and operation efficiencies are currently in place. Secretary Stackley stated that the most 

efficient and effective ship is the LX(R), or LPD-17 Flight II, because of its lift capacity and it has a lot of cargo vehicle 

space and well deck spots. However, the best alternatives to this are foreign designs, clean sheet designs, and using 

LPD-17 lift capacities in the new ships. The round of questioning continued, but all the questions and answers became 

repetitive. 
 
AUSN ANALYZES MILLER-SANDERS VETERANS LEGISLATION CONFERENCE AGREEMENT 
Last weekend, AUSN was pleased to hear that the Chairmen of the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee (HVAC) and 

Senate Veterans Affairs Committee (SVAC), Representative Jeff Miller (R-FL-01) and Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) 

respectively, and the conferees to the Joint HVAC/SVAC Conference Committee, announced an agreement in regards to 

a comprehensive Veterans bill. The new $17 billion conference agreement legislation is designed to improve access to 

medical care at Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) clinics. The measure would provide $10 billion for subsidizing 

care outside the VA system for Veterans facing long waits for treatment or living at least 40 miles from a VA hospital or 

clinic. Another $5 billion would permit the VA to hire additional staff and upgrade facilities to meet health care 

demands. Of the total amount of money, $5 billion is offset by savings elsewhere within the VA. 

 

FURTHER READING: 
A significant portion of the bill works to resolve access to care issues within the VA by expanding the availability of 

hospital care and medical services for Veterans through the use of outside agreements with non-VA entities such as 

Medicare, Department of Defense (DOD), Indian Health Services (IHS), and other Federally-qualified health centers 

(FQHC). Under these arrangements, if the VA confirms a wait time beyond current goals, the Veteran can go onto the 

Electronic Wait List (EWL) or seek care from the listed non-VA providers. A Veterans Choice Card will be issued to 

each enrolled Veteran for presentation to health care providers for the delivery of medical services, containing important 

identification information for the patient. The bill also establishes several administrative Committees to govern VA 

processes, such as the Commission on Access to Care which examines the access of Veterans to health care and 

addresses how to best organize the Veterans Health Administration (VHA), locate health care resources, and deliver 

health care to Veterans. Additional administrative functions include an independent assessment of hospital care and 

services provided in VA medical facilities and a review of the use of technology and scheduling software within the 

VA, with results reported to Congress. 
  
Finally, the bill expands the eligibility for sexual trauma counseling to servicemembers who may not have Veteran 

status or are Active Duty servicemembers, and requires the VA-DOD Joint Executive Committee to conduct an annual 

assessment of processes and procedures regarding the transition and continuum of care from DOD to the VA for 

individuals who have experienced Military Sexual Trauma (MST). The bill also extends the statutory authority for the 

VA to operate the pilot program providing assisted living services to Veterans with Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) and 

further addresses issues regarding tuition and scholarships for Veterans attending public colleges and universities.   In 

particular, a provision would expand the Marine Gunnery Sergeant John David Fry Scholarship to include surviving 

spouses of members of the Armed Forces who died or die in the line of duty after 10 September 2011. However, this is 

limited to 15 years after the date of the servicemembers death or the date the surviving spouse remarries, whichever is 

earlier. 

 

For more details, see AUSN’s Capitol Hill Blog on Miller-Sanders Veterans Agreement. 

 

HOUSE ARMED SERVICES- SEAPOWER SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING ON LOGISTICS & FORCE 

STRUCTURE 
On 30 July 2014, the House Armed Services Committee (HASC), Subcommittee on Seapower and Projection Forces 

(SSPF) held a hearing on the logistics and sealift force requirements as well as force structure assessment. HVAC- 

Seapower and Projection Forces Chairman, Representative J. Randy Forbes (R-VA-04) called the meeting to order and 

skipped opening statements by Members of the Committee in the interest of time, due to an upcoming vote, whereby 

http://www.ausn.org/NewsPublications/Blogs/tabid/2167/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/56777/AUSN-Analyzes-Miller-Sanders-Comprehensive-Veterans-Legislation-Conference-Agreement.aspx


HVAC- Seapower and Projection Forces Ranking Member, Representative Mike McIntyre (D-NC-07), did the same. 

Notable witnesses included VADM William A. Brown, Deputy Commander of the U.S. Transportation Command; Mr. F. 

Scott DiLisio, Director of Strategic Mobility/Combat Logistics Division at the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations 

(CNO-N42); and Mr. Paul N. Jaenichen, Sr., Acting Maritime Administrator at the U.S. Department of Transportation- 

Maritime Administration. 

                 

FURTHER READING (Full AUSN Transcripts & After Action Reports (AARs) available upon request): 
Opening remarks were then given by VADM Brown who began by stating that transportation command relies on both 

government and commercial vessels- with a total of 60 government assets. All vessels are critical to the global mission 

of the Department of Defense (DOD).   As DOD looks to posture it for the future, sealift will remain a key component 

in ensuring strategic agility and dynamic presence for nation’s military forces. Through variety of commercial 

programs, DOD gains critical access to commercial assets and vessels. The Maritime defense industrial base provides 

irreplaceable shipbuilding, as well as ship operating capabilities for the United States, including the ability to support 

our forces around the globe. But this national defense capability is under stress from several recent enduring factors, 

primarily found in the reduction of defense cargo due to the draw down in Afghanistan and current economic 

conditions. Some think that as the U.S. removes its position in Afghanistan that the maritime requirement is reduced, 

but this is indeed not the case. Maintaining a responsive sealift capacity is essential to meeting the nation’s defense 

requirements. Next, remarks were given by Mr. Jaenichen who discussed the importance of the Merchant Marine, 

stating that more cargo today is being moved by merchant ships globally. The number of vessels within the fleet has 

decreased 20 percent in the last year. The loss of this capacity is harmful, and cargo is essential to the shipping industry. 

Vessels are leaving and changing flags due to an apparent lack of cargo. Mr. Jaenichen urged the Committee to support 

full funding at the authorized level, of $187 million, as requested in the President’s budget.   Finally, remarks were 

given by Mr. DiLisio who highlighted that Sealift and Merchant Marines support critical missions, which include: at sea 

resupply of our naval combatants; preposition of critical unit equipment, ammunition, and sustainment for the Marine 

Corps, Army and Air Force; humanitarian assistance and disaster relief; towing, diving, and salvage operations 

worldwide; rapid inter-theatre movement of cargo and personnel; and afloat staging capabilities. There are many 

purposes to keep strategic sealifts and fully fund its operations. 
  
Chairman Forbes then opened the floor for questions and comments. Representative Jon Runyan (R-NJ-03) began by 

asking the witnesses about the sustainability of the program and the need for it during non-war periods. Mr. Jaenichen 

responded by discussing the importance of the international logistics of keeping commercial ships, and the cost that 

those civilian companies have invested is great. The ships themselves are important, but maintaining Mariners is 

essential since training is intensive and long, where the U.S. Government can’t build mariners. The “ramp up” capability 

is very difficult if the program were to be suspended and re-started in times of war.   Next, Representative Rick Larsen 

(D-WA-02) then asked what the costs of recapitalization would be. VADM Brown responded that U.S. Transportation 

Command is focused on the near term issues of Fiscal Year 2017 (FY17) to Fiscal Year 2026 (FY26), since the program 

could lose 9 vessels if the life was not extended. Transportation Command is working with the Navy to come up with a 

hybrid for the surge force, or to extend the life of the ships currently in the fleet. VADM Brown also stated that U.S. 

Transportation Command owes a plan to Congress in the FY17 budget request.   Finally, Representative Joe Courtney 

(D-CT-02) asked if Mr. Jaenichen could discuss the National Maritime strategy development further. Mr. Jaenichen 

responded that to date, the Department of Transportation Maritime Administration has had two symposiums on surge 

sealift, and the inland industry and port and port infrastructure. The department has drafted a strategy and created a 

document that provides a number of options to be presented to Marine Transportation National Advisory Council on the 

14th of August, in order to get their recommendations. Then the department will open the strategy for public comment 

and recommendation. By the end of the year, the department will be able to provide the new Congress with the strategy 

and an opportunity to work on particular issues facing Maritime industry. 
  
AUSN REVIEWS NEW GAO REPORT ON THE LITTORAL COMBAT SHIP 
On 30 July 2014, AUSN received a Government Accountability Office (GAO) report, titled “Additional Testing and 

Improved Weight Management Needed Prior to Further investment,” which raises several red flags, as the development 

of the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) moves from the construction phase, and into testing. The LCS is a reconfigurable 

naval vessel that can be focused on surface warfare, mine countermeasures and anti-submarine warfare. The public 

report released was a modified version of the finalized confidential version, which was deemed too sensitive for public 

distribution.   Overall, the GAO report states that the LCS has gained weight during construction, and has been slowed 

down during testing. AUSN takes a look at the GAO report which offers a critical view of the issues associated with the 

program. 



  
FURTHER READING 
Earlier this year, the Department of Defense (DOD) requested a procurement cut of the ship from the previously agreed 

upon 52 Littoral Combat Ships (LCS) down to 32. This is alarming due to the fact that the ship was supposed to be the 

‘backbone’ of the Navy; however the Navy is currently working on a plan for looking at how to make up the gap of the 

20 ships, including the possibility of a newer class of LCS. Today, there are four Active LCS’s being used by the Navy; 

two each of the Independence Class and Freedom Class vessels. The USS Freedom (LCS-1), the USS Independence 

(LCS-2), the USS Fort Worth (LCS-3) and the recently commissioned, as of April 2014, USS Coronado (LCS-4) have 

all been commissioned and are home ported in San Diego, CA. The GAO Report cited concerns surrounding the weight 

of the vessel, stating that the “outstanding weight management and concurrency risks related to buying ships, while key 

concepts and performance are still being tested, continue to complicate LCS acquisitions.” The initial LCS sea frames 

face capability limitations, which have resulted from an increase in weight of the vessel during its construction phase. 

The report states the weight growth, as shown in the PDF chart attached to this blog, “has resulted in the first two ships 

not meeting performance requirements for sprint speed and/or endurance, as well as potentially complicating existing 

plans to make additional changes to each sea frame design.” 

 

For more details, see AUSN’s Capitol Hill Blog on GAO Report of LCS. 
 
AUSN ON THE HILL 
This week, in addition to monitoring hearings, AUSN was closely monitoring developments on Capitol Hill in regards 

to Veterans legislation as well confirmation of a new Secretary of Veterans Affairs. On 29 July 2014, The Senate voted, 

97-0, to confirm Robert McDonald as the new Secretary of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). Mr. McDonald, a 

former Procter & Gamble CEO, is widely expected to bring private-sector expertise to the VA. As the Senate cast its 

vote, the House prepared its vote, which occurred on 30 July 2014, to advance legislation (H.R. 3230) that would add 

about $17 billion to the VA budget ($5 billion of it offset by cuts elsewhere within the VA). The money is intended to 

speed Veterans access to clinics and hospitals. In the Senate, with both parties’ leaders extolling the bill, a vote to clear 

the measure for the President’s signature was expected by the end of the week before Congress leaves for the August 

recess. In addition, the Senate was expected to consider this week a request from the Senate Appropriations Committee 

(SAC) Chairwoman, Senator Barbara A. Mikulski (D-MD), to vote promptly on the $71.5 billion Fiscal Year 2015 

(FY15) Military Construction & Veterans Affairs (MILCON/VA) Appropriations bill (H.R. 4486). Even if the Senate 

passes the bill, which it is expected to by weeks end, clearing of a final version would almost certainly not occur before 

September and a Continuing Resolution (CR), which is being crafted at least on the House side right now, is likely. 
  
In addition, AUSN met with the new Navy Chief of Legislative Affairs, RADM Craig Faller, USN, to discuss 

collaborative efforts and ways they can work with AUSN to help the Navy. AUSN also had a productive meeting with 

representatives of the Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans of America to discuss legislative provisions within both the 

House and Senate’s National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) that is likely to pass that would help improve the way 

ship logs for Agent Orange claims are updated as well as make researching a Sailor’s ship easier to navigate. However, 

much work needs to be done to improve Blue Water Navy Veterans receive the disability compensation they deserve 

and we discussed looking at ways to help legislation advance in the coming year. Meetings were also held, that AUSN 

attended, with the head of the Defense Health Agency (DHA), Lt. Gen. Douglas Robb, USAF to discuss updates to the 

agency as well as a meeting with the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) with Veteran Service Organizations 

(VSOs) to discuss updates to care received by VHA to Veterans and how the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is 

working to fix the problems that have plagued the VA. AUSN also had productive meetings with a few industry 

representatives, particularly representing colleges and universities as well as a supplier for the Littoral Combat Ship 

(LCS) program, to get their perspectives and learn of their interactions regarding the GI Bill as well as the LCS. Finally, 

AUSN staff and interns had the wonderful opportunity to sit down and speak with House Veterans Affairs Committee 

(HVAC) Chairman, Representative Jeff Miller (R-FL-01), recapping the summer as well as discussing pending Veteran 

items of concern. 
 
PRIORITY BILLS INTRODUCED THIS WEEK 
S, 2703, Military SAFE Standards Act. Introduced by Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA), the bill would establish 

eligibility, assignment, training, and certification requirements for sexual assault forensic examiners for the Armed 

Forces. 

S. 2686, Wounded Warrior Tax Equity Act of 2014. Introduced by Senator John Cornyn (R-TX), the bill would 

http://www.ausn.org/Advocacy/CapitolHillBlog/tabid/2335/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/57301/AUSN-Reviews-New-Government-Accountability-Office-GAO-Report-on-the-Littoral-Combat-Ship-LCS.aspx


amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to prevent the extension of the tax collection period merely because the 

taxpayer is a member of the Armed Forces who is hospitalized as a result of combat zone injuries. 

S. 2671, (Official title yet to be released). Introduced by Senator Patrick Toomey (R-PA), the bill would amend Title 

49, United States Code, to require the Assistant Secretary of Homeland Security (Transportation Security 

Administration) to establish a process for providing expedited and dignified passenger screening services for Veterans 

traveling to visit war memorials built and dedicated to honor their service. 
H.R. 5286, (Official title yet to be released). Introduced by Representative John Larson (D-CT-01), the bill would 

amend Title 38, United States Code, to provide for a more equitable geographic allocation of funds appropriated to the 

Department of Veterans Affairs for medical care. 
H.R. 5273, Post 9/11 Veterans Education Fairness Act. Introduced by Representative Ron Barber (D-AZ-02), the bill 

would amend Title 38, United States Code, to expand the authority of Veterans to transfer entitlement to Post-9/11 

Educational Assistance to dependents. 
H.R. 5231, Veterans Small Business Enhancement Act. Introduced by Representative Kerry Bentivolio (R-MI-11), 

the bill would amend the Small Business Act to direct the task force of the Office of Veterans Business Development to 

provide access to and manage the distribution of excess or surplus property to Veteran-owned small businesses. 
H.R. 5229, Wounded Warriors Federal Leave Act of 2014. Introduced by Representative Stephen Lynch (D-MA-08), 

the bill would amend Title 5, United States Code, to provide leave to any new Federal employee who is a Veteran with a 

service-connected disability rated at 30 percent or more for purposes of undergoing medical treatment for such 

disability. 
 
In the advocacy section of the website, you can click on Bills of Interest to get daily revisions on Congressional action 

for all AUSN priority bills. We STRONGLY encourage you all to visit our Advocacy page, especially the Capitol Hill 

Blog which receives almost daily submissions when Congress is in session to see what AUSN is doing for you on 

Capitol Hill.  
 
We also encourage you and your friends and family to visit the AUSN FACEBOOK PAGE. If you have an account, 

please Login and “Like” us, which will allow you to see our TWITTER feeds and other updates from AUSN that shows 

us monitoring Capitol Hill on your behalf! 

 

NEW LEGISLATIVE ALERTS 
There were no new legislative alerts this week. When these alerts are sent to your email, please click on the TAKE 

ACTION link that is at the top of the alert email to send a letter response to your Members of Congress (a few of you 

have written in that you wish to send letters, but don’t know how). Please continue to go to the Legislative Alerts 

section on the AUSN webpage and/or check your e-mail and submit ones you haven’t seen yet to your Congressional 

delegation. 
 
NEXT WEEK OUTLOOK 
Next week, and for the remainder of the month of August, Congress will be in recess until after Labor Day. During this 

month, there will be no Legislative Watch due to the lack of Congressional activity; however AUSN will be busy giving 

a talk at the SECNAV Retiree Council, receiving Navy equipment briefs and making preparations for the AUSN 

National Business Meeting in September where we will discuss our upcoming 2015 Legislative Agenda. When 

Congress returns, they must work to pass a Continuing Resolution (CR) since neither chamber has considered the 

other’s Fiscal Year 2015 (FY15) Appropriation bills, and with the end of Fiscal Year 2014 (FY14) approaching on 30 

September 2014, they will have only a few weeks to clear a CR. AUSN will be monitoring these developments to 

ensure that another government shutdown doesn’t occur like last year. 

 

CALL FOR AUSN NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTIONS FOR 2014 ANNUAL MEETING 
2014 National Legislative Resolutions will be considered at AUSN's Annual Business Meeting 19-20 September 2014 

at the United States Navy Memorial in Washington, D.C. Resolutions must be timely, concise, and include sufficient 

background information. Resolutions must be submitted at least 30 days in advance of the 2014 Annual Business 

Meeting in order for proper staffing, review, and formatting as needed. Any member may propose a resolution which 

should address a legislative or policy issue related to the missions and goals of our organization. Resolutions are 

received, reviewed, and processed by the Resolutions Committee. 
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Proposed resolutions should be sent to the AUSN Headquarters, Resolutions Committee Chair, CDR Bill Manofsky, 

USN (Ret.). Submissions can be sent via e-mail to: Anthony.Wallis@ausn.org or by U.S. mail to: Attn: National VP of 

Government Relations and Resolutions Committee Chair, CDR Bill Manofsky, USN (Ret.); Association of the United 

States Navy; 1619 King Street; Alexandria, VA 22314. 
  
To request a new resolution or amend an existing Resolution, see last year’s 2013 Resolutions, please visit the “How to 

Format Resolutions” section of the website with a downloadable form to fill out and send as well. Current NEW 

Resolutions needed, for example, include the CH-53K “King Stallion,” the E-2D “Advanced Hawkeye,” and the MQ-8 

“Triton.” Current amendments to an existing Resolution needed, for example, include the Military Pay Raise to match 

Employment Cost Index (ECI) - amendment bullet to Resolution 34, and Restoration of Cost-of-Living-Adjustment 

(COLA) calculations for retirees who joined the service prior to 2014 as a result of the Bipartisan Budget Act (BBA) of 

2013- amendment bullet to Resolution 35. 
  
FAREWELL TO SUMMER INTERNS, ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR FALL INTERNS 

This summer, AUSN had the privilege to host four wonderful undergraduate students in our Legislative Department 

office. First, was Ms. Lisa Schwartz, a rising junior at American University, getting her bachelor’s degree in 

Communications, Law and Government. Our other interns included Ms. Elise Motz, a rising senior at Mississippi State 

University studying English with a minor in Business, Ms. Nevada Schadler, a rising senior at Georgetown University, 

studying American Studies and Government, and finally, Mr. Evan Del Duke, a rising senior at George Mason 

University studying Government and International Politics. All four were vital to helping monitor developments with 

the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and Veteran legislation, Authorization as well as Appropriations bills for 

Fiscal Year 2015 (FY15),and providing vital staff support on a daily basis. We wish them all fair winds and following 

seas! 
  
We are currently accepting applications for Fall 2014 internships. While at AUSN, Legislative Interns will assist the 

Legislative Director in not only performing administrative tasks, but also with day to day operations of the office. 

AUSN Legislative Interns will track and monitor upcoming Congressional hearings. In addition, in the cases where the 

hearings are not televised or streamed online, the interns will go to Capitol Hill and take notes and monitor the hearings 

of the Senate/House Armed Services Committees, Senate/House Defense Appropriations Committees, Senate/House 

MILCON&VA Appropriations Committees and the Senate/House Veterans Affairs Committees. Afterwards, the 

Legislative Director will review After Action Reports (AAR’s) before distribution to Executive Director and AUSN 

staff. Along with this responsibility, Interns will proofread letters to Members of Congress from the Legislative 

Director, Capitol Hill Blog and Legislative Alerts before either the Legislative Director or Intern posts to the website. 
  
Interested candidates can submit a cover letter, resume and 1-2 page writing sample to the Director of Legislation, Mr. 

Anthony A. Wallis at Anthony.Wallis@ausn.org. CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICANTS IS 10 AUGUST 2014! 

Schedules are flexible/negotiable and Metrorail travel reimbursement is available to interns as well as free parking at 

our headquarters off of King Street in Alexandria. 
 
QUESTIONS/COMMENTS/CONCERNS 
Anthony A. Wallis, Legislative Director 
Phone (o): 703-548-5800, (m): 703-517-9310 
E-mail: Anthony.Wallis@ausn.org 
Legislative Action Center: Contact Congress 
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