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PRESIDENT OBAMA SIGNS H.R. 4045, PDMRA ACT, INTO LAW 

On 25 May 2012, President Obama signed H.R. 4045, the PDMRA Act, into Public Law 112-120 after the House and Senate passed 
the bill the week before.  In October of 2011, the Department of Defense (DOD) reduced the amount of Post-Deployment/ 
Mobilization Respite Absence (PDMRA) leave for certain deployed Sailors promised to them under the policy in effect as of the 
establishment of the PDMRA program in 2007 and when their deployments began. In some cases, this policy change has resulted in 
the loss of up to 24 days of transit and reintegration time.  AUSN had heard concerns regarding this loss of transit days from not 
only our members, but amongst the veteran service organization (VSO) community as well. To address this concern, Representative 
John Kline (R-MN-02), on 15 February 2012, introduced H.R. 4045, which would grandfather members of the Guard and Reserves 
impacted by the Pentagon’s change to the Post Deployment/ Mobilization Respite Absence Program so they can receive the paid 
leave they were promised prior to mobilization and deployment. The full bill states that, “As of 1 October 2011, changes made to 
the program guidance relating to the award of Post-Deployment/Mobilization Respite Absence administrative absence days to 
members of the reserves under a specified Department of Defense (DOD) instruction shall not apply to reservists whose qualified 
mobilization commenced before 1 October 2011, and continued until the termination of the mobilization.” 

  
Details on the PDMRA legislation can be found by going to AUSN’s Capitol Hill Blog entry on its signage into law. 

  
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES PASSES TWO BILLS OF INTEREST, H.R. 4201 AND H.R. 3670 

On Wednesday, 30 May 2012, under suspension of the rules, the House of Representatives debated and voted on two noteworthy 
bills. The first was to be debated and considered for a vote was H.R. 4201, which passed the House by a vote of 390-2.  The bill 
seeks to protect service members from court decisions regarding unjust custodial responsibility for a child based solely on a 
deployment or anticipated deployment of a parent servicemember.  The second to be debated and voted on was H.R. 3670, which 
was agreed to by voice-vote.  The bill seeks to require the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) to comply with the 
Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act (USERRA).  Recently, the Transportation Security Administration 
(TSA) has stated that they comply with USERRA voluntarily.   However in the past year, at least two Transportation Security 
Officers (TSO’s) have tried and failed to appeal TSA actions under USERRA.   Both the Office of Special Counsel (OSC) and Merit 
Systems Protection Board have ruled that TSO’s were barred from USERRA coverage under the Aviation and Transportation Security 
Act. 

  
Details of the two bills can be found by going to AUSN’s Capitol Hill Blog entry on their passage in the House. 

  
HOUSE VETERANS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, HEARING ON VOW TO HIRE HEREOS ACT 

On 31 May 2012, the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs (HVA) held a hearing on the implementation of major provisions of the 
VOW to Hire Heroes Act of 2011.  The witnesses were Dr. Allison Hickey, Under Secretary for Benefits, U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs and Mr. Ismael Ortiz, Acting Assistant Secretary, Veterans’ Employment and Training Service, U.S. Department of 
Labor.  HVA Chairman Jeff Miller’s (R-FL-01) announced a bipartisan effort to see this $1.7 billion legislative effort to assist the 
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nearly one hundred thousand unemployed veterans between the ages of thirty five and sixty, however, he said that, “While I am 
impressed by the level of effort being made by program level-staff at both departments, I am concerned that not enough is being 
done by either cabinet secretaries, or the President himself, to promote this benefit.”  He also said he we concerned by the VA’s 
seemingly lack of any significant outreach programs, which was the reason for calling the hearing.    Under Secretary Hickey stated 
that as of May 31, they have received 12,500 applications and have processed 1,400 of them, from start to end.  In response to 
Chairman Miller’s outreach inquiry, Under Secretary Hickey said links to the application and website are posted on numerous 
government, veteran, and military websites, and the VA has utilized all sorts of marketing options that require no cost, such as 
Facebook and other online capabilities, PSA’s at sporting events, veteran service organizations (VSO’s), advertisements in military 
magazines, and even hosting a veteran job fair in Detroit.  Representative Michael Michaud (D-ME-01) asked how they planned to 
outreach in rural areas, or those without internet.  Acting Assistant Secretary Ortiz responded that they have VRAP leaders in 
every state that work with community and business leaders, state job placement organizations, and veteran leaders to find where 
jobs are located and what skills are in demand.  He also said that VSO’s would play a large part in reaching out to those that are 
not easy to contact and/or without internet. 

  
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES PASSES FY13 MILCON/VA APPROPRIATIONS BILL 

On 31 May 2012, the House passed H.R. 5854, the Fiscal Year 2013 (FY13) Military Constriction and Veterans Affairs (MILCON/VA) 
Appropriations bill.  The House passed the bill with a 407-12 vote, providing $71.7 billion in discretionary funding for military 
construction and Veteran’s Affairs, which matches the Fiscal Year 2012 (FY12) enacted level but falls $694 million below President 
Obama’s FY13 request. H.R. 5854’s Senate companion bill, S. 3215, includes $71.9 billion in discretionary funding, which is $228 
million above the FY12 enacted level. 

  
H.R. 5854 would provide $10.6 billion for military construction projects, a decrease of $2.4 billion below last year’s level and 
$573 million below the President’s FY13 request.  According to Committee Report 112-491, a significant portion of this decrease is 
attributed to the deliberate pause in military construction by the Air Force and a continued decline in funding requirements for 
the BRAC 2005 process.  The legislation also includes a total of $135.4 billion in combined discretionary and mandatory funding 
for the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).  Appropriated funding includes $60.7 billion and $74.6 billion in mandatory 
spending. The White House threatened to veto the bill because, overall, House Republican priorities would hold fiscal 2013 
discretionary spending below the level set in last year’s debt limit law, the Budget Control Act of 2011 (BCA), requiring cuts to 
programs important to the administration, such as education, job training and health care. 

  
Details of H.R. 5854’s passage can be found by going to AUSN’s Capitol Hill Blog entry on FY13 MILCON/VA passage. 

  
AUSN ON THE HILL 

This week, the Senate was in recess; however the House was busy with Veterans’ Affairs Committee hearings, voting on veteran 
bills as well as the FY13 MILCON/VA Appropriations bill.  AUSN monitored all of these events as well as held meetings with staff of 
the offices of Representative Randy Forbes (R-VA-04), the House Veterans Affairs Committee- Subcommittee on Oversight & 
Investigations and Senator Patrick Leahy (D-VT).  The meeting with Representative Forbes staff centered on discussing efforts for 
historic Navy ship preservation, such as the USS Olympia project, working with the Navy Historical Foundation. The other meetings 
took a look on veteran priorities such as veteran status legislation as well discussions on the impact of sequestration upon the 
Department of Defense. 

  
PRIORITY BILLS INTRODUCED THIS WEEK 

H.R. 5880, Veterans Disability Examination Access Improvement Act. Introduced by Representative Jon Runyan (R-NJ-03), the 
bill would extend the authority of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to enter into contracts with private physicians to conduct 
medical disability examinations. 

  
In the advocacy section of the website, you can click on Bills of Interest to get daily revisions on Congressional action for priority 
bills.  I STRONGLY encourage you all to visit our Advocacy page, especially the Capitol Hill Blog which receives almost daily 
submissions when Congress is in session to see what AUSN is doing for you on Capitol Hill.  

  
NEW LEGISLATIVE ALERTS 

There was one new Legislative Alert were sent this week based on hearings and interaction with Congressional staff, as well as 
traction on the issue.  When these alerts are sent to your email, please click on the TAKE ACTION link that is at the top of the alert 
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email to send a letter response to your Members of Congress.  If you have not seen them, please go to the Legislative Alerts 
section on the AUSN webpage and/or check your e-mail for the following alerts which were titled: 

  
Legislative Alert #112-14: SUPPORT HIRE at Home Act 

  
NEXT WEEK OUTLOOK 

Both the House and the Senate will be in session next week, the Senate returning from their recess period during this last week.   
Along with a few meeting on the Hill, AUSN will be attending the Military Coalition meetings as well as a few briefs and lectures on 
various Navy programs and platforms going on within the city.  Both the House and Senate may keep up its pace on Authorization 
and Appropriation bills too, in which case AUSN will monitor the progress of these as both House and Senate schedules unfold.  In 
addition, AUSN will be testifying before the Senate Appropriations Committee, Subcommittee on Defense (SAC-D) on 6 June 2012 
to go over some of AUSN’s top priorities of the Committee.  The details of the hearing will be released next week. 

  
The Association of the United States Navy is continuously on and/or monitoring Capitol Hill, advocating for your concerns and 
utilizing our strong relationships with Members of Congress, Staff and cooperating with other military associations to tell the Navy 
and our veterans’ story. This is an ALL HANDS ON DECK effort and your grassroots advocacy will help make the changes that need 
to happen! 

  
QUESTIONS/COMMENTS/CONCERNS 

Anthony A. Wallis, Legislative Director 
Phone (o): 703-548-5800, (m): 703-517-9310 

E-mail: Anthony.Wallis@ausn.org  
Legislative Action Center, Contact Congress 
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