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NEW LEGISLATIVE ALERTS 
NEXT WEEK OUTLOOK 

AUSN LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT SEEKING LEGISLATIVE LIAISON VOLUNTEERS FOR 2013 
  
Both the House and Senate returned to session this week.  Last week, only the Senate was in session, so we’ll recap a bit 

of what occurred last week as well on the Senate side. 
  
AUSN MONITORS CONFIRMATION HEARING ON SECDEF NOMINEE CHUCK HAGEL 
On Thursday 31 January 2013, the Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC) held a confirmation hearing for the open 

Secretary of Defense (SECDEF) position, being vacated by Secretary Leon Panetta.  Former Senator Chuck Hagel (R-

NE), President Obama’s nomination for SECDEF, was in attendance and testified before the members of SASC.  Aside 

from the questions asked during the hearing, Question and Answer responses were submitted in the record by SASC and 

Senator Hagel prior to the hearing which revealed interesting insights as to how Senator Hagel would assume 

responsibility at the Department of Defense (DOD).  
  
One such question that was asked included, “If confirmed, in this era of budget austerity, how would you prioritize the 

objectives of completing the mission in Afghanistan, re-setting of the force, investing in the future force, and meeting 

ongoing operational commitments around the world?”  Senator Hagel responded, “I will continue to refine the 

Department’s spending in line with the priorities of the President’s strategic objectives. However, if multi-year 

reductions in funding take place (such as those required by sequestration), the Department would need to significantly 

revise the defense strategy and, in all probability, would need to make some hard choices about which of our current 

national defense capabilities we could afford to retain.”  Another question asked was, “What is your assessment of the 

long-term impact of rising medical costs on future Department of Defense plans?”  Senator Hagel responded, “As I 

understand the situation, health care consumes nearly 10% of the Department’s budget and could grow considerably 

over the next decade, taking an ever larger bite out of our ability to invest in enhanced war fighting capability. However, 

I realize that the healthcare benefit is a key component of retention for our men and women in uniform so I will work 

closely with the military and civilian leadership in the Department to find reasonable and responsible ways to stem this 

growth without breaking faith with our service members, their families, and retirees.” 
  
Details can be found at AUSN’s Capitol Hill Blog on the Hagel Confirmation Hearing. 
  

http://www.ausn.org/Advocacy/CapitolHillBlog/tabid/2335/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/22841/AUSN-Monitors-and-Notes-Highlights-of-the-Senator-Chuck-Hagel-SECDEF-Confirmation-Senate-Hearing-by-the-Senate-Armed-Services-Committee.aspx


AUSN RECIEVES INFORMATION ON NAVY BUDGET PREPARATIONS AND SEQUESTRATION 
AUSN is increasingly concerned with more developments as the ‘Perfect Storm/March Madness’ rapidly approaches.  

With one fiscal fight out of the way at least for the time being, the passage last week of the debt ceiling bill, H.R. 325, 

the No Budget, No Pay Act of 2013, Congress barely has time to dust off its shoulders before it has to battle the latest 

round of budget cuts and funding delays. Sequestration begins hitting the Department of Defense (DOD) on 1 March 

2013, and a few weeks later on 30 March 2013, funding for the Federal Government needs to be revisited due to the 

expiration of the Continuing Resolution (CR) which passed last September, funding the Federal government at Fiscal 

Year 2012 (FY12) levels for first few months of Fiscal Year 2013 (FY13).  As Congress prepares to meet these 

challenges, Federal agencies and departments are preparing themselves for the possible outcomes ahead. 
  
The U.S. Navy is looking increasingly vulnerable to these budget battles, as massive cuts and reduced funding can spell 

countless problems for the fleet and Sailors. A recently released brief, which followed a memo to Navy commands last 

week by Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Admiral John Greenert, further details the massive cuts that are in place to 

take effect.  In his communication to Navy Commands, he states this brief was designed to, “address current shortfalls 

in the Operation & Maintenance (O&M) account that result from our operating under a Continuing Resolution. The 

brief also identifies additional actions we will have to take to address Sequestration if it occurs 1 March 2013.”  In the 

brief, Admiral Greenert shows the Navy’s preparations to operate within the reduced budget where Naval operations 

themselves will be drastically drawn back, with fewer attack submarine deployments, a 55% reduction in flight hours 

over the Middle East, and the complete cancelation of Naval operations in and around South America! The brief also 

notes the impact ‘Fleet-Wide’ of the CR Expiration and Sequestration, as well as the regional impact to Navy 

installations in Hawaii, Virginia, Pacific Northwest, Florida and California.  Some of these ‘Fleet-Wide’ impacts include 

the cancelation of ‘new-buy’ programs, including construction of ships needed to perform certain missions, furlough 

civilian employees for over 20 days, reduce port visits and complete hiring freezes of all civilian employees. 
  
Details can be found at AUSN’s Capitol Hill Blog on Navy Budget Preparations. 
  
HOUSE VETERANS AFFAIRS, DISABILITY ASSISTANCE SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING ON RATING 

SYSTEM 
On 5 February 2013, the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee (HVAC), Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and 

Memorial Affairs (DAMA) held a hearing, titled:  “Effective Use of Temporary Disability Rating.”  The witnesses 

included Executive Director for Policy and Government Affairs for the Vietnam Veterans of America, Mr. Rick 

Weidman and Deputy Department of Veterans’ Affairs (VA) Undersecretary of Field Operations at the Veterans 

Benefits Administration (VBA), Mrs. Diana Rubens. 
  
The entire hearing centered on the fact that while temporary total disability (a rating of total disability, given to those 

recovering from treatment or surgery that would make someone unable to work) is incredibly important to the health of 

our veterans, its mismanagement have accounted for almost a billion dollars being wasted over the last 20 years.  

Another billion will be wasted over the next 3 years, given the complexity of the injuries sustained in today’s 

battlefields.  According to DAMA Members, including its Chairman, Representative Jon Runyan (R-NJ-03), the fix is 

incredibly simple, yet complex to actually employ, as stated by the witnesses as well.  The continued move of 

automating every single piece of paper work involved with a veteran’s disability claim, along with all of their medical 

paperwork, will all but ensure that no veteran will receive overpayment of temporary total disability.  This coupled with 

the increased volume of veterans registering for online resources such as “e-Benefits” will safeguard the viability and 

longevity of veterans’ benefits and will continue to decrease to cost of mismanaged benefits.   
    
AUSN MONITORS NEW DEVELOPMENTS ON POTENTIAL SEQUESTRATION SOLUTIONS 
AUSN is closely monitoring recent developments on alternatives to sequestration, being proposed in both the House and 

Senate. On 1 March 2013, “sequestration” is set to take place, and with it automatic and indiscriminate cuts to every 

Department of Defense (DOD) program, with the exception of Personnel accounts. These automatic and indiscriminate 

cuts have now been shown to be closer to 12% in each DOD program line item, rather than the 8.5% continuously 

reported by the White House over the last year. 
  
As the deadline ticks down, proposals by Congress and the President are taking shape.  A Senate proposal was first 

demonstrated last week when Senator James Inhofe (R-OK) offered an amendment to the ‘Fiscal-Cliff’ delay bill (H.R. 

325), which ultimately the amendment was excluded from a vote. The amendment would have granted the Pentagon 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-113hr325enr/pdf/BILLS-113hr325enr.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-113hr325enr/pdf/BILLS-113hr325enr.pdf
http://navylive.dodlive.mil/2013/01/26/chief-of-naval-operations-guidance-on-yearlong-continuing-resolution/
http://navylive.dodlive.mil/2013/01/26/chief-of-naval-operations-guidance-on-yearlong-continuing-resolution/
http://www.ausn.org/Advocacy/CapitolHillBlog/tabid/2335/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/22838/AUSN-Monitors-New-Developments-on-Perfect-StormMarch-Madness-with-Budget-Delay-and-Navy-Preparations.aspx
https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits-portal/ebenefits.portal


reprogramming and/or ‘Fund-Moving’ authority in Fiscal Year 2013 (FY13), for budget accounts in response to 

“sequestration” effects.  Reactions to this amendment centered on not wanting to limit improvement options for defense 

alone and the fact that such an amendment truly limits Congressional power, which many are just not willing to 

relinquish. Senate Majority Leader, Senator Harry Reid (D-NV), stated, however, that while he wouldn’t have the 

amendment come up for a vote, he was willing to have this conversation as a possible proposal to halt sequestration. 
  
On 5 February 2013, President Obama called for a short-term solution to avoid across-the-board spending cuts, but 

stressed new revenue to be part of the deal. At the White House the President stated, “If Congress can’t . . . get a bigger 

package done by the time the sequester is scheduled to go into effect, then I believe they should at least pass a smaller 

package,” in order to delay the cuts for a few months. Uncertainty around the sequester is already having a negative 

impact on the nation’s economic growth, and if it was to take effect it would cost hundreds of thousands of American 

jobs. This is evident by the 0.1 percent decline in the gross domestic product in the fourth quarter — an unexpected 

decline, led in part by falling federal spending and also in part due to the uncertainty over the sequester. 
  
Details can be found at AUSN’s Capitol Hill Blog on Proposed Alternatives to Sequestration. 
  
AUSN ON THE HILL 
This past week, both the House and the Senate were in session; however last week there was no Legislative Update due 

to only the Senate being in session.  However there were a few events and meetings that AUSN participated in on the 

Senate side last week, in addition to covering hearings.  Last week, AUSN’s Deputy Executive Director, CMDCM Jerry 

Featherstone, participated in a press conference by Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT), Chairman of the Senate Veterans’ 

Affairs Committee (SVAC), along with other Veteran Service Organization’s (VSO’s) on opposing the chained 

Consumer Price Index (CPI), for calculating veterans’ disability compensation.  As noted in the Senator’s press release, 

“The proposed change in how annual cost-of-living adjustments (COLA) are calculated also would mean that veterans 

who started receiving Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) disability benefits at age 30 would have their benefits 

reduced by $1,425 at age 45, $2,341 at age 55 and $3,231 at age 65, according to the Congressional Budget Office.” 
  
In addition, AUSN met with numerous Congressional offices including staff of Representative Ron DeSantis (R-FL-06), 

a freshman House Member and Navy Reservist, staff of Senator Barbara Mikulski (D-MD), Chairwoman of the Senate 

Appropriations Committee (SAC), Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee (SVAC) majority staff of Chairman, Senator 

Bernie Sanders (I-VT), House Veterans’ Affairs Committee (HVAC) majority staff of Chairman, Representative Jeff 

Miller (R-FL-01), staff of Senator Richard Burr (R-NC), Ranking Member of SVAC, staff of Senator Lindsey Graham 

(R-SC), staff of Senate Majority Leader, Senator Harry Reid (D-NV), and staff of Senator John McCain (R-AZ). 
  
AUSN also participated in a roundtable discussion this past week at the Aerospace Industries Association (AIA), whose 

membership includes a wide array of defense industries as well as their workers.  As noted on their website, AIA is 

deeply concerned with the impacts of sequestration and brought major Military Service Organizations (MSO’s)/VSO’s 

to the table to discuss ideas about what has been done and what can be done before March to push Congress for a 

solution.  In some of the discussions were highlights in their letter regarding a study by Stephen Fuller, Director of 

George Mason University’s Center for Regional Analysis, predicting that more than two million defense and non-

defense jobs are at risk and that nearly 1.5 percent increase to the unemployment rate as well as a reduction of two-

thirds of the nation’s projected GDP growth would result if sequestration was triggered.  AUSN has sent numerous 

correspondences to the hill, through Letters and Alerts, and met with close to 200 offices on Capitol Hill warning about 

these implications and that Congress should care since the aerospace and defense industry alone supports more than 3.5 

million middle class jobs with more than 30,000 suppliers nationwide.  
  
Lastly, AUSN joined OPNAV staff at the Pentagon on Friday to congratulate OPNAV's Sailors of the Quarter, thanking 

each of the Sailors for their service and hard work. 
  
PRIORITY BILLS INTRODUCED THIS WEEK 
S. 262, (Official title yet to be released).  Introduced by Senator Richard Durbin (D-IL), the bill would amend title 38, 

United States Code, to provide equity for tuition and fees for individuals entitled to educational assistance under the 

Post-9/11 Educational Assistance Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs who are pursuing programs of 

education at institutions of higher learning. 

http://www.ausn.org/Advocacy/CapitolHillBlog/tabid/2335/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/22998/AUSN-Monitors-New-Alternatives-to-Sequestration-Being-Proposed-by-Congress-and-President.aspx
http://www.sanders.senate.gov/newsroom/news/?id=7ab12166-5506-40be-879e-9ad84b2db228
http://www.aia-aerospace.org/


S. 257, The GI Bill Tuition Fairness Act of 2013.  Introduced by Senator John Boozman (R-AR), the bill would 

amend title 38, United States Code, to require courses of education provided by public institutions of higher education 

that are approved for purposes of the educational assistance programs administered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 

to charge veterans tuition and fees at the in-State tuition rate. 
S. 240, Reserve Retirement Deployment Correction Act of 2013.  Introduced by Senator Jon Tester (D-MT), the bill 

would amend title 10, United States Code, to modify the per-fiscal year calculation of days of certain active duty or 

active service used to reduce the minimum age at which a member of a reserve component of the uniformed services 

may retire for non-regular service. 
S. 234, The Retired Pay Restoration Act.  Introduced by Senator Harry Reid (D-NV), the bill would amend title 10, 

United States Code, to permit certain retired members of the uniformed services who have a service-connected disability 

to receive both disability compensation from the Department of Veterans Affairs for their disability and either retired 

pay by reason of their years of military service or Combat-Related Special Compensation. 
S. 210, The Stolen Valor Act of 2013.  Introduced by Senator Dean Heller (R-NV), the bill would amend title 18, 

United States Code, with respect to fraudulent representations about having received military declarations or medals. 
H.R. 577, (Official title yet to be released).  Introduced by Representative Steve Stockman (R-TX-36), the bill would 

amend title 38, United States Code, to clarify the conditions under which certain persons may be treated as adjudicated 

mentally incompetent. 
H.R. 570, (Official title yet to be released). Introduced by Representative Jon Runyan (R-NJ-03), the bill would amend 

title 38, United States Code, to provide for annual cost-of-living adjustments to be made automatically by law each year 

in the rates of disability compensation for veterans with service-connected disabilities and the rates of dependency and 

indemnity compensation for survivors of certain service-connected disabled veterans. 
H.R. 569, (Official title yet to be released). Introduced by Representative Jon Runyan (R-NJ-03), the bill would 

increase, effective as of December 1, 2013, the rates of compensation for veterans with service-connected disabilities 

and the rates of dependency and indemnity compensation for the survivors of certain disabled veterans. 
H.R. 562, (Official title yet to be released).  Introduced by Representative Jeff Miller (R-FL-01), the bill would provide 

for a three-month extension of the Veterans Retraining Assistance Program administered by the Secretary of Veterans 

Affairs. 
H.R. 543, Blue Water Navy Veterans Act of 2013. Introduced by Representative Christopher Gibson (R-NY-19), the 

bill would amend title 38, United States Code, to clarify presumptions relating to the exposure of certain veterans who 

served in the vicinity of the Republic of Vietnam. 
H.R. 430, (Official title yet to be released).  Introduced by Representative Jackie Speier (D-CA-14), the bill would 

amend the Uniform Code of Military Justice to protect new members of the Armed Forces who are undergoing basic 

training from the sexual advances of the members of the Armed Forces responsible for their instruction. 
  
In the advocacy section of the website, you can click on Bills of Interest to get daily revisions on Congressional action 

for all AUSN priority bills.  We STRONGLY encourage you all to visit our Advocacy page, especially the Capitol Hill 

Blog which receives almost daily submissions when Congress is in session to see what AUSN is doing for you on 

Capitol Hill.  
  
We also encourage you and your friends and family to visit the re-designed AUSN FACEBOOK PAGE.  If you have an 

account, please Login and “Like” us, which will allow you to see our TWITTER feeds and other updates from AUSN 

that shows us monitoring Capitol Hill on your behalf! 
  
NEW LEGISLATIVE ALERTS 
There was one new Legislative Alerts sent this week based on hearings and interaction with Congressional staff, as well 

as traction on the issue.  When these alerts are sent to your email, please click on the TAKE ACTION link that is at the 

top of the alert email to send a letter response to your Members of Congress.  If you have not seen them, please go to the 

Legislative Alerts section on the AUSN webpage and/or check your e-mail for the following alerts which were titled: 
  
Legislative Alert #113-2: SUPPORT H.R. 258 and S. 210, the Stolen Valor Act of 2013 
  
NEXT WEEK OUTLOOK 
Next week, both the House and the Senate will be in session and as part of their agenda, a series of hearings by the 

House Armed Services Committee (HASC), Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC), House Appropriations 

Committee (HAC) and Senate Appropriations Committee (SAC) will be held to discuss the expiration of the Continuing 

http://www.ausn.org/Advocacy/BillsofInterest/tabid/2668/Default.aspx
http://www.ausn.org/Advocacy/tabid/150/Default.aspx
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Resolution (CR) in March as well as the looming sequestration set to be triggered at the same time.  AUSN has sent 

numerous letters/warnings to Congressional Leaders on the impacts, coordinating with other Military and Veteran 

Service Organization’s (MSO’s/VSO’s).  AUSN will be monitoring these forthcoming hearings, in addition to meeting 

with House and Senate Congressional offices next week.  A Veteran Service Organization (VSO) and Department of 

Veterans Affairs (VA) meeting is also take place next week Thursday that AUSN Legislative staff will be attending as 

well as a discussion between the Military Coalition (TMC), which AUSN is a member of, with SASC professional staff 

to discuss possible scenarios and outcomes with sequestration, expiration of the CR and no budget in sight. 
  
AUSN LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT SEEKING LEGISLATIVE LIAISON VOLUNTEERS FOR 2013 
AUSN has received numerous volunteers for the Legislative Liaison program and is grateful for everyone who has 

thrown their hands up to help in our grassroots efforts in the states.  AUSN’s Legislative Director and National Vice 

President of Government Relations have spoken recently on our current volunteers and are finalizing details which will 

be released before the end of the month.  We’re hoping to start the program up in April 2013, right after the President is 

expected to drop his Fiscal Year 2014 (FY14) Budget request and Congressional hearings commence. 
  
However, AUSN is STILL seeking TWO VOLUNTEER AUSN MEMBERS per state, (PARTICULARLY to fill 

remaining gaps from Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, Colorado, Delaware, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Maine, 

Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North 

Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, 

Vermont, Washington, West Virginia and Wyoming) to act as AUSN Legislative Liaisons and meet with their Members 

of Congress AT LEAST TWICE a year, preferably once in the late Spring and once in the early Fall.  The goal will be 

to have AUSN Members engage their Congressional Delegation and report to the Legislative Director at the AUSN 

Headquarters on what transpired and what they need.  AUSN Headquarters will provide necessary copies of Legislative 

Alerts, Fact Sheets, Priorities/Objectives Cards and any other information in preparation for meetings upon request. 
  
To qualify for being a 2013 AUSN Legislative Liaison, you must; 
- Be an Active AUSN Member (and be a permanent resident of State you wish to liaison with) 
- Be willing to meet with your Senators' offices TWICE a year (which have District offices throughout your State) 
- Be willing to engage with at least ONE House Member District office TWICE a year 
- Report to AUSN Legislative Director, Anthony Wallis, and/or the NEW National Vice President of Government 

Relations, RDML Robin Graf, USNR (Ret), on meetings and important highlights via e-mail 
- Stick STRICTLY to FEDERAL issues of concern (AUSN Priority Card) to AUSN that are nation-wide and benefit all 

members of the Navy community 
  
IF INTERESTED, please contact AUSN'S Legislative Director, Anthony Wallis, at anthony.wallis@ausn.org and copy 

RDML Graf, at grafrl@cox.net.  Once we have enough AUSN Volunteers (two from each State) we will notify you with 

further instructions before the end of the year/early January 2013. 
  
QUESTIONS/COMMENTS/CONCERNS 
Anthony A. Wallis, Legislative Director 
Phone (o): 703-548-5800, (m): 703-517-9310 
E-mail: Anthony.Wallis@ausn.org  
Legislative Action Center: Contact Congress 
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