
 

  

   

In This Week’s Legislative Watch: 
  

DEFENSE BILL ADVANCES IN SENATE 

CLAY HUNT VETERAN SUICIDE PREVENTION BILL PUT ON HOLD BY SEN. COBURN 

HOUSE VETERANS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE HEARING ON EFFORTS TO ELIMINATE 
VETERAN HOMELESSNESS 

HOUSE VETERANS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE HEARING ON NATIONAL CEMETERIES 

  
 

DEFENSE BILL ADVANCES IN SENATE 

By Edgar Rodriguez, Director of Legislation and Government Relations 

  
Last night the Senate advanced the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) through 

procedural vote. The bill is expected to be passed today and then sent to the President where it will 

be signed into law. This year’s NDAA has gathered a great deal of contention because of provisions 

that keep military pay raises at 1 percent, reduce housing subsidies by 1 percent, cuts subsidies for 

military commissaries by $100 million, and freezes pay raises for flag officers. 

Additionally, this year’s NDAA includes controversial non-defense provisions pertaining to the use 

of federal lands. 

  

AUSN is in contact with officials on Capitol Hill to scale back the provisions that would harm 

service members and their families, and to see that the NDAA is passed so that our military can 

have financial certainty in providing for our nation’s defense.  

  

CLAY HUNT VETERAN SUICIDE PREVENTION BILL PUT ON HOLD BY SEN. COBURN 

By Edgar Rodriguez, Director of Legislation and Government Relations 

  
Yesterday Senator Tom Coburn (R-OK) put a parliamentary hold on the bipartisan Clay Hunt 

Veteran Suicide Prevention bill that unanimously passed the U.S. House earlier this week and has 

strong bipartisan support in the Senate. The parliamentary hold would prevent the Clay Hunt 

Veterans Suicide Prevention bill from receiving a vote in the 113th Congress, which would 



effectively kill the bill and require that the process for the legislation be restarted in the 
114th Congress in 2015.  
  

The Clay Hunt Veteran Suicide Prevention bill would work to reduce military and 
veteran suicides by increasing access to mental healthcare, establish a student loan 
repayment pilot program to recruit and retain VA psychiatrists, and require an annual 
evaluation of DOD and VA suicide-prevention programs. Currently an average of 22 
veterans a day commits suicide. This problem must be addressed and for this reason we 
at AUSN strongly support the Clay Hunt Veteran Suicide Prevention bill and call for 
Senator Coburn to lift its parliamentary hold so that the bill can be passed into law in 
the 113th Congress.  
  

HOUSE VETERANS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE HEARING ON EFFORTS TO ELIMINATE 
VETERAN HOMELESSNESS 

By Michael Little, Director of Military and Veteran Benefits 

  

On December 11, 2014, the House Veterans Affairs Committee met to address a VA inspector 

general report that was released last week which shows that some of the efforts by the VA to 

eliminate veteran homelessness have been flawed.  As stated in the inspector general’s report, “The 

VA’s National Call Center for Homeless Veterans missed more than 40,000 opportunities to engage 

with veterans because of calls going to recordings during peak hours…” This finding is even more 

striking considering that for many veterans making the initial phone call for help is difficult enough; 

difficulty in getting help over the phone makes it all the more likely that the veteran will give up 

trying to get help.  

  

We at AUSN feel that the failure of the VA Homeless Hotline isn’t solely to blame on the 

employees at the National Call Center, but what is largely to blame is the more than 20 programs 

designed to get homeless veterans off the streets and provide them with housing, healthcare, and 

employment assistance; not to mention that there are multiple other non-profits and government 

agencies that are also providing the same initiatives as the VA. We feel that if the VA were to 

merge their efforts in collaboration with government departments and non-profits organizations and 

work with the local community centers that have been set up to implement the programs they are all 

creating; then together they could build a smaller number of programs that are highly effective in 

addressing the needs of homeless veterans.   

  

The committee did find that placing veterans in a home right away proved to be a negative 

experience for most of those homeless veterans. One group that testified stated that “25 percent of 

these veterans may never get to a point where they can live balanced, self-sustaining lives in 

permanent housing without ongoing care, so we need to look at what we are actually doing for the 

veteran, and build a veteran that will best evaluate all of their needs in an individual capacity.”    

  
HOUSE VETERANS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE HEARING ON NATIONAL CEMETERIES 

By Kelly Macfarland, Legislative Intern 



  

On December 9, 2014, the House Veterans Affairs Committee met to discuss problems that exist 

with national cemeteries around the country. One of the issues brought up was the need for 

accessibility on behalf of veterans who live in rural areas and who must commute hours to get to a 

cemetery, which is common out West in areas like Las Vegas, Salt Lake City, and Denver. Another 

common issue that was brought up by the committee was the issue of National vs. State cemetery 

policies and how there is a clash of which policies are used.  

  

Mr. Ronald E. Walters, acting Under Secretary for Memorial Affairs, National Cemetery 

Administration discussed many of the changes that are currently being put in place. One example 

used was myVA, which has allowed the customer to have more of a say in how the VA conducts 

itself. This new initiative has allowed there to be a greater level of success, as well as measure the 

failures more quickly and change them. There has also been work so that there is no interruption 

occurring during burials.  

  

Mr. Patrick K. Hallinan, Executive Director Army National Military Cemeteries discussed changes 

that Arlington National Cemetery has made to update its system. He discussed how Arlington is 

setting the standards high for the entire industry, and is doing so with cutting edge technology 

initiatives. This includes mapping updates, internment service system, burial location checks and 

internment record updates. Another project that addresses the need for new burial spaces is the 

Millennium project that should be finished by 2016 and will provide over 27,000 new spaces for 

veterans and their spouses. This project, according to Mr. Hallinan, will expand Arlington’s 

longevity into the 2050s.  

  

Finally, The Honorable Max Cleland, Secretary, American Battle Monuments Commission 

discussed the ABMC’s role in the changes in the Arlington National Cemetery and the ABMC’s aid 

in making that so. His mission is maintaining cemeteries for fallen soldiers abroad. His discussion 

topic was about Clark Cemetery, in which there are currently 80,000 internments unattended to 

when they were pushed out after the Vietnam War.  

  

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR SPRING INTERNS 

AUSN is currently accepting applications for Spring 2015 internships. While at AUSN, Legislative 

Interns will assist the Legislative Director in not only performing administrative tasks, but also with 

day to day operations of the office. AUSN Legislative Interns will track and monitor upcoming 

Congressional hearings. In addition, in cases where the hearings are not televised or streamed 

online, the interns will go to Capitol Hill and take notes and monitor the hearings of the 

Senate/House Armed Services Committees, Senate/House Defense Appropriations Committees, 

Senate/House MILCON&VA Appropriations Committees and the Senate/House Veterans Affairs 

Committees. Afterwards, the Legislative Director will review After Action Reports (AAR’s) before 

distribution to Executive Director and AUSN staff. Along with this responsibility, interns will 

proofread letters to Members of Congress from the Legislative Director, Capitol Hill Blog and 

Legislative Alerts before either the Legislative Director or Intern posts to the website. 

Interested candidates can submit a cover letter, resume and 1-2 page writing sample to the Director 

of Legislation and Government Relations, Mr. Edgar Rodriguez at edgar.rodriguez@ausn.org. AUSN 

internships are part-time ranging from 2-3 days a week, and Metrorail travel reimbursement is available 

to interns as well as free parking at our office in Alexandria, VA. 

mailto:edgar.rodriguez@ausn.org


AUSN LEGISLATION INFORMATION 

In the advocacy section of the website, you can click on Bills of Interest to get daily revisions 
on Congressional action for all AUSN priority bills.  We strongly encourage you all to 
visit our Advocacy page, especially the Capitol Hill Blog which receives almost daily 
submissions when Congress is in session to see what AUSN is doing for you on Capitol 
Hill.  
 
We also encourage you and your friends and family to visit the AUSN FACEBOOK 
PAGE.  If you have an account, please Login and “Like” us, which will allow you to see 
our TWITTER feeds and other updates from AUSN that shows us monitoring Capitol Hill 
on your behalf! 
  
QUESTIONS/COMMENTS/CONCERNS 

Edgar Rodriguez, Director of Legislation and Government Relations  

Phone (Office): 703-548-5800, (Mobile): 703-517-9310 

E-mail: Edgar.Rodriguez@ausn.org  
  

Michel Little, Director of Military and Veterans Benefits 

Phone (Office): 703-548-5800, (Mobile): 703-859-5932 

E-mail: michael.little@ausn.org  
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