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AUSN MONITORS CONTINUING RESOLUTION DEBATE UNFOLD THIS MONTH 
AUSN has been watching how the Continuing Resolution (CR) debate could start taking shape in the next week or two. 

Leaders within Congress are focusing on much smaller legislation that would keep the Federal Government functioning 

in the short-term. The CR being negotiated would most likely deal with billions of dollars of Federal spending rather 

than the trillions ultimately targeted by Sequestration. Only about a week ago, some House GOP leaders were looking at 

a simple stopgap spending bill before 30 September 2013, putting off the fight for much later this fall over the debt 

ceiling limit. However, Congressional aides said that setting a $988 billion discretionary spending level for two or three 

months, a very short term CR, could probably pass both chambers and be signed by the President, even though it would 

be a tough sell for some conservative Republican lawmakers who want to lower discretionary caps for FY14. However, 

Secretary of the Treasury, Jacob J. Lew, recently projected that it was important that any Congressional measure drafted 

to avoid the need for new borrowing authority will be exhausted in mid-October. Options now may include a short term 

spending-bill combined with a short term debt limit increase. 
  
Both the House and the Senate are about $91 billion apart on the level of FY14 Appropriations for the Federal 

Government. Under the sequester, triggered on 1 March 2013, discretionary spending for 2014 is capped at $498 billion 

for defense and $469 billion for domestic programs. If Congress appropriates above either or both of those caps, as both 

chambers seem inclined to do, any excess would be recaptured through automatic across the board cuts that would begin 

15 days after Congress adjourn this year. The effective deadline for any agreement that would rescind or replace the 

sequester would be the end of the year. Finding ways to contain growth in the debt is even more complicated by the fact 

that the easiest spending cuts, primarily in discretionary programs, have already been enacted. The Congressional 

Budget Office (CBO) projects that discretionary outlays, including war and emergency spending, will top $1.168 

trillion next year, lower than at any time since 2008. Whatever short term solution is devised, Congress and the White 

House will still need to find a longer term resolution of three outstanding issues: Full Year FY14 Appropriations, the 

Sequester, and the Debt Limit. 
  
Details can be found at AUSN’s Capitol Hill Blog on the CR debate here. 
  
HOUSE VETERANS’ AFFAIRS, DISABILITY ASSISTANCE SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING ON CLAIMS 
On 11 September 2013, the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee (HVAC), Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and 

Memorial Affairs (DAMA), held a hearing on the processing of Fully Developed Claims by the Department of Veterans 

Affairs (VA). The hearing began with opening statements by HVAC- DAMA Member, Representative Gus Bilirakis (R-

http://www.ausn.org/Blogs/tabid/2167/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/29992/AUSN-Takes-a-Look-at-Forthcoming-Continuing-Resolution-CR-Debate-as-Sequestration-Future-Looms-over-Funding-Level-Negotiations.aspx


FL-12), who was sitting in for HVAC-DAMA Chairman, Representative Jon Runyan (R-NJ-03), as well as Ranking 

Member, Representative Dina Titus (D-NV-01). Both stated that they recognized problems with claims process at the 

Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) as one of grave importance’s to many constituents in their district. Ranking 

Member Titus stated that she had devoted a considerable amount of her staff resources in her Washington office as well 

as in her home district towards assisting constituents with the often complicated VA claims. The Subcommittee then 

proceeded to hear testimony from witnesses which included the Commissioner of the Alabama Department of Veterans 

Affairs, RADM W. Clyde Marsh, USN (Ret.), Ms. Vema Jones of the American Legion, and the Director of 

Compensation Benefits for the Veterans Administration at the VA, Dr. Tom Murphy. 
  
Chairman Runyan, Representative Bilirakis, Ranking Member Titus, and Representative Beto O’Rourke (D-TX-16) all 

asked the witness’s questions centering on backlogs of VA benefit claims and what has caused these problems. To start, 

Representative O’Rourke stated that a combination of outdated/redundant methods for processing claims, 

sequestration/budget cuts, and returning Veterans of the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan have strained the VA’s 

resources. Dr. Murphy added that there were significant problems that remain in terms of collecting evidence from non-

Federal sources, claims filed incorrectly and, at its worst point; the VA was faced with massive backlogs of over 1 

million Veterans claims from the years 2010-2012. The problem of VA backlogs is still serious as there are nearly 

450,000 claims that remain to be processed with the problem being more severe in Texas and California where waits 

have been over 400 days in many cases. Dr. Murphy, and all the other witnesses, said they were monitoring the situation 

and working to remedy the problems with claims processing through some reforms. These changes include efforts to 

reduce redundancies, abilities to verify information from private physicians more efficiently, and modernizing VA claim 

processes mentioned by both RADM Marsh and Dr. Murphy. These reforms have been stated as being only moderately 

successful at the current time by witnesses like Verna Jones of the American Legion. All the Members of the HVAC- 

DAMA Subcommittee agreed that much more work needed to be done, despite significant progress in the past year. 
  
HOUSE ARMED SERVICES, SEAPOWER SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING ON UNDERSEA WARFARE 
On 12 September 2013, the House Armed Services Committee (HASC) Subcommittee on Seapower and Projection 

Forces held a hearing on the current state and future plans for U.S. undersea warfare capabilities. The witnesses present 

were Rear Admiral (RADM) Richard Breckenridge, Director of the Navy’s Undersea Warfare Division and RADM 

David Johnson, the Program Executive Director for Submarines. The hearing was held by HASC- Seapower and 

Projection Forces Chairman, Representative Randy Forbes (R-VA-04), and Ranking Member, Representative Mike 

McIntyre (D-NC-07). 
  
The Subcommittee hearing opened with remarks from Chairman Forbes, who began by addressing the issue of 

sequestration, addressing its impact on the military’s future budget. Chairman Forbes asserted that strategy, rather than 

budget, should drive major defense decisions, and that the threat of sequestration could compromise this relationship 

and has the potential to place servicemembers in harm’s way. He then mentioned that he would urge the Department of 

Defense (DOD) to maintain its current naval structure and reduce force capacity as a cost-cutting measure, and to not 

reduce shipbuilding, advocating for the continued procurement of the Ford Class carriers and Virginia Class attack 

submarines. Chairman Forbes mentioned that submarines provide a crucial asymmetrical warfare advantage, and that 

with the retirement of the Los Angeles Class, the new Virginia Class will be necessary to maintain that advantage, 

especially with Tomahawk missile capacity and the future Virginia Payload Module (VPM). He also addressed the 

planned replacement of the Ohio Class Ballistic Submarine (SSBN) to maintain a viable nuclear force. In his opening 

statement, Ranking Member McIntyre agreed that undersea capabilities are a critical element of the Navy, and 

expressed concern about rivals like China and Russia catching up to the United States. He argued that the U.S. should 

remain underway regarding undersea capabilities to stay at the forefront, while also noting concern over the cost of 

doing so. Ranking Member McIntyre said that while the $5 billion necessary in FY14 for Virginia Class shipbuilding 

and Ohio Class replacement research and development is a large investment, it is also a wise one, and that the programs 

should remain on track to stay efficient. Finally, he mentioned the topic of unmanned undersea vehicles (UUV), and 

said that he hoped the witnesses would be able to address the topic during the hearing. 
 
RADM Breckenridge opened by saying that the U.S. has the forefront undersea force, which maintains a distinct 

advantage over other nations, calling it a “crown jewel” of the U.S. military. He praised both the submariners in the 

undersea force as well as the shipbuilders and designers. The undersea force, he said, allows for assured access to 

hostile waters, and the ability to conduct operations in a way that covert and not provocative, such as intelligence 

gathering, reconnaissance, and special operations, as well as surprise attacks, if need be. He then addressed the issue of 



submarine decline, noting that current retirement plans call for a 25% reduction in undersea force over the next 15 years. 

While undersea warfare importance is rising, he argued, our capability stands to decline. He said that he hoped to make 

four points during the hearing: Sustaining a survivable nuclear capacity, protecting Virginia Class production at 2 boats 

per year, countering SSBN retirement with the VPM, and restarting torpedo production. He finished by noting that 

having the best undersea force also carries a heavy burden. 
  
RADM Johnson introduced himself as being in charge of undersea platforms, systems, and weapons. He noted that the 

delivery of the USS Minnesota marked the completion of Block 2 of Virginia Class construction, and that multiple 

submarines have been delivered ahead of schedule, highlighting the efficiency of the undersea Navy/industrial team. 

The third block of construction, he added, will introduce the VPM, which will continue to reduce costs and increase 

adaptability, and was confident that by the completion of Block 5 in 2019 that the attack submarine force would be at 

full capacity and highly versatile. He said that the Navy would continue to set cost targets and meet them through 

innovative contracting. Finally, he addressed the issue of torpedo production, noting that no new torpedoes have been 

produced in the last 7 years. 

 

Following these opening remarks, Subcommittee Members asked questions of the two witnesses. Chairman Forbes 

asked if there was a possibility of rivals overtaking American undersea capabilities, and RADM Breckenridge 

responded that while the U.S. maintains dominance, Russia, China, and Iran are all continuing to develop their undersea 

capabilities. Chairman Forbes asked about the strike capabilities of the Virginia Class, whereby both RADM 

Breckenridge and RADM Johnson explained that in a situation like the Libyan intervention, the high Tomahawk 

capacity of the Virginia Class makes striking a large number of targets possible with only a few submarines. Mr. 

McIntyre noted that approximately $6 billion had been requested for the development of the Ohio class, and asked if its 

development should take priority over other shipbuilding. RADM Breckenridge said that while this was a large cost, 

nuclear missile submarines are replaced very infrequently, and that this new class would last for even longer than 

existing SSBN’s, and that 15 years of funding would buy a future 40 years of deterrence capacity, and that maintaining 

a strategic advantage is the top priority of the undersea force. Ranking Member McIntyre also asked about the future 

roles for UUV’s, and RADM Breckenridge explained that while they would likely not replace manned vessels in major 

capacities, they could be used for maintenance and more mundane tasks, freeing up personnel.  

 

The two witnesses fielded further questions about costs and reductions, and maintained that delays in procurement and 

construction would only lead to further cost increases, and that current production should be maintained while making 

every effort to save money while doing so. RADM Breckenridge closed by saying that cuts could be addressed by 

continuing to build the Virginia Class, monitoring the Los Angeles Class submarines and extending their lifespans where 

possible, and extending forward deployments to avoid compromising deterrence and strike capabilities. Despite the 

challenges addressed in the hearing, both witnesses were optimistic about the future of American undersea capabilities. 
 

HOUSE VETERANS’ AFFAIRS, ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING ON 

VRAP/HVRP 
On 12 September 2013, the House Veterans Affairs Committee (HVAC), Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity held 

a hearing to review the performance of the Veterans’ Retraining Assistance Program (VRAP) and the Homeless 

Veterans Reintegration Program (HVRP). The witnesses present were Mr. Curtis Coy, Deputy Undersecretary of 

Veterans Affairs for Economic Opportunity of the Veterans Benefit Administration (VBA), Retired Air Force Major 

General Robert Worley II, Director Education Service of the VBA, Mr. Keith Kelly, Assistant Secretary of Labor for 

Veterans Employment, and Training Services, and Ms. Gerri Fiala, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Labor for the 

Employment, and Training Administration. 
  
The HVAC- Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity began its hearing with opening remarks made by the Chairman, 

Representative Bill Flores (R-TX-17), and Ranking Member, Representative Mark Takano (D-CA-41), and two of the 

four witnesses. Chairman Flores boasted that VRAP has been successful in getting unemployed Veterans into the 

program. He stated that for the Veterans that this program targets, their skills gap is a major barrier to employment, but 

voiced concern if spending $19,000 per Veteran was achieving the wanted results. Ranking Member Takano mentioned 

the success of VRAP in serving 63 thousand Veterans, but wondered if the goal established by the VA of serving 

upwards to 99 thousand Veterans could be reached. Mr. Coy then opened his testimony stating that VRAP has received 

138 thousand applications, with over 45 thousand applications within the first four months of the program. He stated 

that the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has been working with the Department of Labor (DOL) to increase data 

sharing between the two departments to ensure a seamless transition into employment. He also noted that DOL has been 



“extremely aggressive” in reaching out to Veterans after leaving VRAP, whether due to completion of the program or 

dropping out. Mr. Kelly reiterated the goals of the two programs, emphasizing that VRAP is to provide guidance, 

eligibility, and identify high demand occupation for Veterans between ages 35-60 who have not utilized GI Bill benefits, 

and that HVRP is to provide customized training and placement assistance for homeless Veterans. 

 

Following these opening remarks Chairman Flores deferred to the Subcommittee Members for questioning and 

comments. Representative Julia Brownley (D-CA-26) stated that a success rate of 65-66% was not good enough for 

these programs and inquired about the part of these programs that focuses on female and incarcerated Veterans. Mr. Coy 

mentioned that this success is actually high considering that there is a year lag between exiting the program and 

collecting the DOL outreach data. When questioned by Representative Jon Runyan (R-NJ-03) about increasing funding 

to these programs, Mr. Coy noted that they believe some Veterans may not use the benefits they have been approved 

for, if they believe that they will not be able to complete their programs due to budget concerns. Representative Ann 

Kirkpatrick (D-AZ-01) voiced concerns about reaching out to homeless Veterans, citing that 21% of the Veteran 

population in Arizona is homeless and that the current methods of advertising these programs excludes many of the 

people that this program is slated to help. Mr. Kelly acknowledged that they must continue to find new and innovative 

ways to reach out to homeless Veterans. 

AUSN ON THE HILL 
AUSN has been very busy this past month while Congress was gone, meeting with the offices of Representative Adam 

Smith (D-WA-09), Representative Tom Latham (R-IA-03) and Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), mostly discussing 

items such as the debate on the Continuing Resolution for Fiscal Year 2014 (FY14), sequestration and pending Veteran 

bills that could see consideration this fall. AUSN also met this week with Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC) 

staff along with a few AUSN members to discuss the impact of mefloquine exposure to current and former 

servicemembers and its dangerous effects it is having. AUSN is working this issue with its members and helping 

Congress to understand the issue, as well as proceed with possible legislative action. Earlier last month, AUSN hosted 

Congressional staff in a briefing at the Fighter Demonstration Center at Lockheed Martin on updates on the 

development of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) which was widely attended by close to a dozen staffers. AUSN was 

also happy to help bring officers from the Office of the Chief of the Navy Reserve (OCNR) and the Navy’s Legislative 

Liaison offices for a tour of the U.S. Capitol by Congressional staff. In addition, AUSN met with the Navy Sea Cadets 

group, the American Maritime Congress (discussing Merchant Marine concerns), and Rule of Law Committee for the 

Oceans. In addition, AUSN met with the Department of Veterans Affairs this week to discuss plans for this year’s 

Veterans Day Ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery. Finally, AUSN monitored a speech by Secretary of the Navy 

(SECNAV) Ray Mabus at the National Defense University (NDU) on the, “Case for American Seapower Today.” 

SECNAV Mabus spoke on the four priorities of the Navy today; people, platforms, power, and partnerships. He also 

voiced in his speech, available for watching at the bottom of AUSN’s Advocacy section of the website, concern over the 

fiscal pressures looming from sequestration and its effect on the mission on the Navy. 

 

PRIORITY BILLS INTRODUCED THIS WEEK 

 

No significant legislation introduced this week. 
 

In the advocacy section of the website, you can click on Bills of Interest to get daily revisions on Congressional action 

for all AUSN priority bills. We STRONGLY encourage you all to visit our Advocacy page, especially the Capitol Hill 

Blog which receives almost daily submissions when Congress is in session to see what AUSN is doing for you on 

Capitol Hill. 
  
We also encourage you and your friends and family to visit the AUSN FACEBOOK PAGE. If you have an account, 

please Login and “Like” us, which will allow you to see our TWITTER feeds and other updates from AUSN that shows 

us monitoring Capitol Hill on your behalf! 
  
NEW LEGISLATIVE ALERTS 
There was one new Legislative Alerts sent this week based on hearings and interaction with Congressional staff, as well 

as traction on the issue. When these alerts are sent to your email, please click on the TAKE ACTION link that is at the 

top of the alert email to send a letter response to your Members of Congress. If you have not seen them, please go to the 

Legislative Alerts section on the AUSN webpage and/or check your e-mail for the following alerts which were titled: 

http://www.ausn.org/NewsPublications/News/tabid/2164/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/29174/Lockheed-Martin-briefs-Congressional-staff-and-AUSN-on-F-35-program.aspx
http://www.ausn.org/NewsPublications/News/tabid/2164/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/29174/Lockheed-Martin-briefs-Congressional-staff-and-AUSN-on-F-35-program.aspx
http://www.ausn.org/NewsPublications/News/tabid/2164/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/29436/AUSN-hosts-United-States-Naval-officers-visiting-the-US-Capitol.aspx
http://www.ausn.org/NewsPublications/News/tabid/2164/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/29436/AUSN-hosts-United-States-Naval-officers-visiting-the-US-Capitol.aspx
http://www.dvidshub.net/video/301063/navy-priorities-secretary-navy-ray-mabus#.UjEi38ashcY#ixzz2edmPiZaH
http://www.ausn.org/Advocacy/BillsofInterest/tabid/2668/Default.aspx
http://www.ausn.org/Advocacy/tabid/150/Default.aspx
http://www.ausn.org/Advocacy/TheCapitolHillBlog/tabid/2335/Default.aspx
http://www.ausn.org/Advocacy/TheCapitolHillBlog/tabid/2335/Default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/AUSN1
http://twitter.com/ausntweets
http://www.ausn.org/Advocacy/LegislativeActionCenter/LegislativeAlerts/tabid/2154/Default.aspx


  
Legislative Alert #113-19: UPDATE- URGE the House and Senate to Not Cut Military Pay Raise in FY14 
NDAA 
  
NEXT WEEK OUTLOOK 
Next week, both the House and Senate are in session and preparing for what could be one headache of a Continuing 

Resolution (CR) debate. The House was supposed to start turning towards work on the CR this past week, however 

House leadership has indicated a vote on a CR couldn’t be expected until late next week at the earliest. The proposed 

CR would extend operations at the Pentagon and other departments and agencies until 15 December 2013, providing 

funding essentially at current levels. As usual, such a stopgap measure does not allow for new initiatives to be launched. 

 

The bill must be enacted by 1 October 2013, when the new fiscal year begins. The House leadership had to rewrite its 

schedule for debating the bill after an outcry from a few Members over a proposal that would have given the House only 

a symbolic vote, not a effectual one, to withdraw funding for implementation of the 2010 healthcare overhaul law. It 

appears that opposition to this approach, when combined with that of Members who hate the funding priorities 

expressed in the bill, would have doomed the rule that would have started the debate. It's not clear what the new 

approach to crafting the CR will be, but House Appropriations Committee (HAC) Chairman, Representative Harold 

Rogers (R-KY-05), stated, "It's not time to panic." In addition, next week AUSN will be monitoring a House Armed 

Services Committee (HASC) hearing on Sequestration, listening to perspectives from the Chief of Naval Operations 

(CNO) and Commandant of the Marine Corps (CMC), as well as a House Veterans’ Affairs Committee (HVAC) 

hearing on VA transparency and oversight regarding Congressional requests for information and claims processing. 

Finally, AUSN will be meeting with the Representative Jim Bridenstine (R-OK-01) and Representative Duncan Hunter 

(R-CA-50) to do a meet and greet with our new Executive Director, VADM John Totushek, USN (Ret.), and discuss 

some concerns regarding the future of our Navy in this current budget environment. 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS/CONCERNS 
Anthony A. Wallis, Legislative Director 
Phone (o): 703-548-5800, (m): 703-517-9310 
E-mail: Anthony.Wallis@ausn.org 
Legislative Action Center: Contact Congress 
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