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AUSN ANALYZES END OF SHUTDOWN AND DEBT CEILING EXTENSION LEGISLATION 
In the early evening of 16 October 2013, the United States Senate passed H.R. 2775, the Continuing Appropriations Act 

for Fiscal Year 2014 (FY14), a Continuing Resolution (CR) to end the government shutdown and lift the debt ceiling, 

which would have result in a default of our loans the morning of 17 October 2013. The bill represented a deal brokered 

in the Senate between Senate leadership after an earlier House-led deal had failed to get enough support for passage. 

The deal was announced on the afternoon of 16 October 2013 by Senate Majority Leader, Senator Harry Reid (D-NV), 

and Senate Minority Leader, Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY). Senator McConnell advocated for maintaining 

spending cuts, i.e. sequester cuts, from the Budget Control Act (BCA) of 2011, saying that Government spending should 

continue to decline as an overall trend. The Senate approved the measure by a vote of 81-18, and the House 

subsequently passed the bill later that night by a vote of 285-144. The President signed the bill into law early in the 

morning of 17 October 2013. In addition to ending the current Government Shutdown, the bill continues to fund the 

Federal government until 15 January 2014 setting discretionary spending at $967 billion and extends the U.S. debt 

ceiling until 7 February, 2014, narrowly avoiding the U.S. Treasury Department’s previous debt ceiling deadline of 

today, 17 October 2013. Additionally, the bill contains a provision compensating furloughed employees at their standard 

rate for the time during which there was a lapse in appropriations, from 1 October 2013 until the end of the Government 

Shutdown. 

 

In addition, the bill includes an increase in the administrative budget provided for the Department of Veterans Affairs 

(VA), now be at a rate of operations of $2.5 billion. This increased budget addresses concerns during the shutdown 

about the ability of the VA to continue to process backlogged claims and appeals of Veteran benefits, an issue that had 

been receiving attention by both Veterans, Veteran Service Organizations (VSO’s) and Congress before the shutdown. 

While VA claims themselves were not affected by the shutdown, VA administrative staff was impacted by furloughs, 

meaning that the claims backlog remained in place during the 16 days of the shutdown. In addition, there was no 

overtime pay for claims processors to address the claims backlog either. The increased administrative budget represents 

as step towards making sure that benefits claims by Veterans, servicemembers, and their families are processed in a 

rapid manner, which is crucial to those who rely on VA benefits and services. With such appropriations having been 

enacted, VA will be able to make its benefit payments to approximately 5 million Veterans, survivors, and their families 

on 1 November 2013 as scheduled. 

 

Included in the bill was additional funding for the Maritime Security Program (MSP), adding $186 million for the 

programs operations which was the shortfall amount this past year due to sequestration and an oversight in language of 

the FY13 CR. The MSP maintains a modern U.S. flag fleet providing military access to vessels and vessel capacity, as 

well as a global transportation network. This network includes not only vessels, but logistics management services, 

infrastructure, terminals facilities and U.S. citizen merchant mariners to crew government owned and controlled and 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-113hr2775enr/pdf/BILLS-113hr2775enr.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-113hr2775enr/pdf/BILLS-113hr2775enr.pdf


commercial fleets. The additional funding of the MSP and the increase in VA administrative budget represent favorable 

results of AUSN’s legislative goals this year. 

 

In regards to the default prevention section of the bill, the provision allows the President to submit a written certification 

that the U.S. Treasury would be unable to issue debt to meet existing commitments. This certification would allow for 

the suspension of Section 3101(b) of Title 31, U.S. Code until 7 February 2014. This measure effectively extends the 

debt ceiling until February 7th. Thus requirements of Section 3101(b) will be effective again beginning on 8 February 

2014, the date which effectively represents the new debt ceiling. 

 

Finally, the Senate and House are now to convene a Budget Conference Committee to reconcile the differing House and 

Senate budget resolutions. The Committee is required to submit a report by 13 December 2013. Among the largest 

budgetary issues is how much money will be spent on defense programs, especially at the DOD for this fiscal year. 

Congress is currently faced with a $498 billion cap in the 2011 BCA for FY14, down from a $518 billion cap for 2013. 

The Senate and House Budget Committees will have to reconcile the two very different Budget resolutions while 

meeting budgetary restrictions. 

 

Details can be found at AUSN’s Capitol Hill Blog on End of Government Shutdown. 

 

AUSN ON THE HILL 
With most of the attention this week by Congress, which was supposed to be on a Columbus Day Recess, focused on 

ending the Government Shutdown and addressing the debt ceiling before it became breached on 17 October 2013, 

AUSN didn’t engage too much on the Hill, rather monitored developments throughout the week. However, AUSN was 

active off the Hill this week, including participating in The Military Coalition (TMC) Press Conference on ending the 

Government Shutdown held at the World War II Memorial in Washington, D.C. AUSN’s Executive Director, VADM 

John Totushek, USN (Ret) participated in the press conference on Tuesday, 15 October 2013, which aired live on many 

media outlets across the country and can be viewed here via C-SPAN. Earlier this week, AUSN also posted its National 

Legislative Resolutions adopted at its Annual Business Meeting last month to the website. These National Legislative 

Resolutions will form the backbone of our 2014 Legislative Objectives. In addition, AUSN met with industry 

representatives to discuss future equipment needs of the Navy, given that sequestration budget numbers continue to 

plaque the procurement of much needed programs by the Navy in the Future Years Defense Program (FYDP). AUSN 

met with Sikorsky to discuss H-60 platforms as well as Boeing to discuss E/A-18G ‘Growler’ and F/A-18E/F ‘Super 

Hornet’ procurement. Finally, AUSN participated in a roundtable discussion at the American Legion Headquarters in 

downtown D.C. to discuss future Veteran concerns and legislative agenda and strategies. 

 

PRIORITY BILLS INTRODUCED THIS WEEK 
S. 1573, (Official title yet to be released). Introduced by Senator Jon Tester (D-MT), the bill would amend title 38, 

United States Code, to provide for the payment of temporary compensation to a surviving spouse of a Veteran upon the 

death of the Veteran. 
H.R. 3289, (Official title yet to be released). Introduced by Representative Jack Kingston (R-GA-01), the bill would 

provide funds during the lapse of appropriations for the payment of military death gratuities and funeral and related 

transportation and housing expenses through the transfer of unobligated amounts in the Health Insurance Reform 

Implementation Fund. 
H.R. 3285, Pay Our Military Technical Corrections Act of 2013. Introduced by Representative Michael G. Grimm 

(R-NY-11), the bill would make technical corrections to the Pay Our Military Act to include midshipmen at the United 

States Merchant Marine Academy, who are appointed as midshipmen in the Navy Reserve. 

 

In the advocacy section of the website, you can click on Bills of Interest to get daily revisions on Congressional action 

for all AUSN priority bills. We STRONGLY encourage you all to visit our Advocacy page, especially the Capitol Hill 

Blog which receives almost daily submissions when Congress is in session to see what AUSN is doing for you on 

Capitol Hill. 

 

We also encourage you and your friends and family to visit the AUSN FACEBOOK PAGE. If you have an account, 

please Login and “Like” us, which will allow you to see our TWITTER feeds and other updates from AUSN that shows 

us monitoring Capitol Hill on your behalf! 

 

NEW LEGISLATIVE ALERTS 

http://www.ausn.org/Blogs/tabid/2167/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/31248/AUSN-Analyzes-Details-from-Continuing-Resolution-Bill-Ending-Government-Shutdown-and-Lifting-the-Debt-Ceiling.aspx
http://www.c-span.org/Events/Veterans-Military-Groups-Call-for-End-of-Govt-Shutdown/10737442056/
http://www.ausn.org/Advocacy/Resolutions/Resolutions2013/tabid/2790/Default.aspx
http://www.ausn.org/Advocacy/Resolutions/Resolutions2013/tabid/2790/Default.aspx
http://www.ausn.org/Advocacy/BillsofInterest/tabid/2668/Default.aspx
http://www.ausn.org/Advocacy/tabid/150/Default.aspx
http://www.ausn.org/Advocacy/TheCapitolHillBlog/tabid/2335/Default.aspx
http://www.ausn.org/Advocacy/TheCapitolHillBlog/tabid/2335/Default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/AUSN1
http://twitter.com/ausntweets


There were no new legislative alerts this week. Again, when these alerts are sent to your email, please click on the 

TAKE ACTION link that is at the top of the alert email to send a letter response to your Members of Congress (a few 

of you have written in that you wish to send letters, but don’t know how). Please continue to go to the Legislative Alerts 

section on the AUSN webpage and/or check your e-mail and submit ones you haven’t seen yet to your Congressional 

delegation. 
 
NEXT WEEK OUTLOOK 
As business returns to some sort of normalcy, both the House and the Senate will be in session next week. The House, in 

particular, will be hosting a few hearings of interest next week including a House Armed Services Committee (HASC), 

Subcommittee on Seapower hearing on the 30 Year Shipbuilding Plan as well as a HASC- TACAIR and Land Forces 

Subcommittee hearing on the effects of the recently passed CR and Sequestration. In addition, the House Veterans’ 

Affairs Committee (HVAC), Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs (DAMA), will host a 

hearing on looking at burial honors at National Cemeteries across the country. Next week, AUSN will also be meeting 

with Representative Tim Walz (D-MN-01) to discuss pending Veteran bills of interest and attending its regular meeting 

with the National Military Veterans Alliance (NMVA). As for looking forward at pending legislation, AUSN has begun 

to make preparations for when the Fiscal Year 2014 (FY14) National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) is considered 

on the Senate floor, which is expected to be at the very earliest, late October/early November. 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS/CONCERNS 
Anthony A. Wallis, Legislative Director 
Phone (o): 703-548-5800, (m): 703-517-9310 
E-mail: Anthony.Wallis@ausn.org 
Legislative Action Center: Contact Congress 
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