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AUSN POSTS LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS OF PRESIDENT’S BUDGET REQUEST FOR FY14 REQUEST 
Earlier this week, AUSN posted its comprehensive analysis of the President’s Budget (PB) request for Fiscal Year 2014 

(FY14).  As noted in last week’s update, The Department of Defense (DOD) request, including Military Construction 

(MILCON), would total $526.6 billion for the so-called base budget, plus an $88 billion “placeholder” for war costs that 

will be altered once a decision is made on how troop numbers in Afghanistan will decline into 2014 and beyond.  Since 

force levels for Afghanistan have not yet been finalized, the DOD Overseas Contingency Operations (OCO) request 

assumes, for pricing purposes only, that 34,000 U.S. troops will remain in Afghanistan through September 2014.  The 

White House expects to send an amended Overseas Contingency Operations account request to Capitol Hill in late April 

or early May, according to Defense Department budget materials.  The total FY14 Defense Budget total for the Navy 

stands at $155.8 billion. 
  
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is one of the few agencies where the PB is proposing significantly higher 

funding levels over FY12.  Under the FY14 Budget, the VA would receive $63.5 billion in discretionary funds, an 8.5 

percent increase over the FY12 enacted level.  In addition, the budget includes $3.1 billion in estimated collections from 

health insurers, bringing the total discretionary budget authority to approximately $66.5 billion.  This is the fifth 

consecutive year the President has called for more money for the VA. To that end, the PB is asking for $2.5 billion for 

the Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA), a 13.6 percent increase from the fiscal 2013 enacted level. 
  
In the Analysis, there is a detailed description of Administration Cuts and Administration Changes that are important to 

note and that AUSN will be tracking from here on out for FY14. 
  
Details and the Analysis can be found at AUSN’S FY14 PB Analysis for Appropriations here. 
  

http://www.ausn.org/Advocacy/AdvocacyNewsInformation/tabid/2153/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/25291/AUSN-FY14-Budget-Analysis.aspx


HOUSE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE HEARING ON NAVY FY14 BUDGET 
On 16 April 2013, the House Armed Services Committee (HASC) held a full committee hearing titled, “The Fiscal Year 

2014 (FY14) National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) Budget Request from the Department of the Navy.” The 

three-member panel of military and DOD personnel included notable witnesses such as General James F. Amos, USMC, 

Commandant of the Marine Corps, Admiral Jonathan W. Greenert, USN,  Chief of Naval Operations (CNO), and the 

Honorable Ray Mabus, Secretary of the Navy. 
  
HASC Chairman Buck McKeon (R-CA-25) opened the hearing with a moment of silence to mark the Boston Marathon 

bombing and proceeded to make a statement where he remarked upon the effects sequestration would have on the Navy. 

Chairman McKeon stressed alarm for the low material readiness of the Navy, which he argued would put our Sailors at 

risk. Chairman McKeon also explained that the FY14 President’s Budget (PB) would further accelerate the early 

retirement of ships and the Marines would face a general reduction in end-strength. Chairman McKeon cautioned that at 

current rates, the United States’ ability to project force would decrease, commenting, “Someone else will step forward,” 

if we don’t stay the course.  Chairman McKeon concluded his opening remarks by emphasizing the need to continue 

operating with restraint on the Defense Budget. 
  
Representative Loretta Sanchez (D-CA-47) responded to Chairman McKeon’s remarks by noting the effects of 

sequestration of national security, but also stressed the importance of bipartisanship and cooperation. She described the 

$119 billion of cuts as a “grand bargain” that is smaller than sequestration and called on her fellow representatives to 

“work together,” since she argued, “we will not see increases in the defense budget.” 
  
The hearing began with Secretary Mabus making opening remarks outlining the essential mission of the U.S. Navy in 

providing projection of force, military operations, and assisting in disaster relief. Secretary Mabus, then went on 

emphasize the importance of balancing missions and the progress made by working with the new Secretary of Defense, 

Chuck Hagel. Secretary Mabus lamented the effect of the Continuing Resolution on the Navy, commenting, the “cuts 

will have real impact.” Secretary Mabus described those impacts as having to cancel deployments to SOUTHCOM, less 

flight time for pilots, less repairs, and lower levels of maintenance for equipment. Secretary Mabus was also alarmed by 

the high operational tempo, but also stressed the need to maintain funding and enacting programs to prevent sexual 

assault and suicide in the Navy. 
  
CNO, Admiral Greenert, began his remarks outlining the Navy’s strategy in the sequester environment. Admiral 

Greenert’s priority in the sequester environment is ensuring that the fundamental approach of the Navy’s strategic vision 

remains unchanged. Admiral Greenert described that strategy as falling under his three tenants:  Warfighting First, 

Operate Forward, and Be Ready.  A key theme along with maintaining the Navy’s strategy intact, along with its 55,000 

Sailors currently deployed overseas, was continuing a sustained presence amidst the “$8.6 billion shortfall.” Admiral 

Greenert warned against items that may be subject to reduction, including manpower, our nuclear fleet (noting particular 

carrier concerns), and investment in future assets and continued commitments to Asia and the Middle East. Admiral 

Greenert concluded stating that we need to “remove the burden of sequestration,” pushing for the removal of the trigger 

which began on 1 March 2013 in order to fulfill our obligations to our Sailors and ensure a strong fleet. In addition, 

Admiral Greenert said shortfalls this fiscal year alone, while mitigated by Congressional action last month with the 

Continuing Resolution (CR) being passed, will be compounded if the sequestration continues, leading to a $23 billion 

shortfall in 2014. The situation already has led the Navy to recommend cancelling one ship deployment to the Pacific, 

two to Europe and all but one to the U.S Southern Command region.  He noted that, “Overall, due to reduced training 

and maintenance, about two-thirds of the fleet will be less than fully mission capable and not certified for major combat 

operations.”  He also stated concerns regarding our carriers, highlighting that, “Typically, you have a carrier in the 

[Persian] Gulf, sometimes two,” with two having been the standard until February, “[and] one in the Pacific." CNO  

Greenert continued to explain that there are carriers back in the United States but ready to sail to war in anywhere from 

a week to a month.  Historically, Admiral Greenert said, the Navy has had two or three carriers and their escorts ready to 

surge at any given time, but keeping so many ships, aircraft, and Sailors fully maintained, trained, and ready to go costs 

money that the Navy no longer has.   Consequently, Admiral Greenert concluded that in regards to carriers, “we'll have 

one instead of two or three.” 
  
SENATE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE HEARING ON DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE FY14 BUDGET 

REQUEST 
On 17 April 2013, the Senate Committee on Armed Services (SASC) held a hearing to discuss the Defense 



Authorization Request for Fiscal Year 2014 (FY14) and the Future Years Defense Program (FYDP). Notable witnesses 

were Chuck Hagel, Secretary of Defense (SECDEF), and General Martin E. Dempsey, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 

Staff (JCS). SASC Chairman, Senator Carl Levin (D-MI), opened by discussing the possible negative effects that 

sequestration will have on military effectiveness and readiness. He also warned that the Department of Defense (DOD) 

budget challenges are happening in a world of insecurity and emerging threats like North Korea and Iran. SASC 

Ranking Member, Senator James Inhofe (R-OK), opened by noting that servicemembers are being asked to do more 

with fewer resources and warned that cuts in military spending put troops at increased risk. 
  
Sec. Hagel opened by recognizing the challenges the military faces due to sequestration and detailed efforts under 

review to supplement budget shortfalls, including furlough of military civilian employees  and new rounds of Base 

Realignment and Closing Commissions (BRAC). He thanked Congress for enacting a Fiscal Year 2013 (FY13) Defense 

Appropriations bill through the Continuing Resolution (CR) last month, however the bill still left in place the deep and 

abrupt cuts associated with sequester, as much as $41 billion in spending reductions over the next six months. He went 

on to say that with military pay and benefits exempt from the sequester, and our internal decision to shift the impact of 

sequestration away from those serving in harm’s way and spread them to the rest of the force where possible, the cuts 

fall heavily on DOD’s operations, maintenance and modernization accounts that we use to train and equip those who 

will deploy in the future. Furthermore, the military is experiencing higher operating tempos, and higher transportation 

costs than expected when the budget request was formulated more than a year ago. As a result of all these factors, the 

Department is now facing a shortfall in our operation and maintenance accounts for FY 2013 of at least $22 billion in 

our base budget for active forces. 
  
Gen. Dempsey followed and stated that while resources for the military are declining, the risks being faced are rising 

and reported that the Budget for Fiscal Year (FY) 2014 did not provide funds to replace readiness lost to current budget 

cuts. Our military readiness is being put to the test by the convergence of several budget factors. These same factors 

compound risk to the wellness of the Joint Force and our Military Family. He stressed that we need the help of our 

elected leaders to gain budget certainty, time, and flexibility. Suicide is a tragic consequence for far too many. General 

Dempsey went on to say that we have a shared responsibility to address this urgent issue with the same devotion we 

have shown to protecting the lives of our forces while in combat and that DOD is working closely with our interagency 

partners and the White House to increase our understanding of the factors leading to suicide and how to best leverage 

care networks to keep our Veterans alive. With $487 billion in planned reductions already reflected in DOD’s FY13 

budget, sequestration’s additional cuts jeopardize readiness not only this year, but also for many years to come. He 

stressed that we cannot fail to resource the war we are still fighting, but at the same time, we cannot compromise on 

readiness in the face of an uncertain and dangerous future. Finally, General Dempsey closed by saying that DOD needs 

the full flexibility to keep the force in balance. Budget reductions of this magnitude require more than just transfer 

authority and follow-on reprogramming authority and that everything must be on the table – military and civilian force 

reductions; basing and facilities; pay and compensation; and the mix among Active, Reserve, and National Guard units. 
  
After opening statements, Senator Levin began the questions by addressing the short-term costs associated with BRAC 

and asked Secretary Hagel why those costs weren’t included in FY14 budget. Secretary Hagel responded that DOD 

wasn’t seeking the funding until 2015. Senator Kelly Ayotte (R-NH) later noted that the Navy has reported having 

resources to avoid furlough of employees and questioned if it would be better to avert the furlough in order to keep up 

with maintenance to ships. General Dempsey replied that his recommendation was to deal with the furloughs as a 

Department as a whole and not as individual services. 
  
SENATE APPROPRIATIONS, DEFENSE SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING ON RESERVE FY14 BUDGET 

REQUEST 
On 16 April 2013, the Senate Appropriations Committee, Subcommittee on Defense (SAC-D) held a hearing regarding 

the Fiscal Year 2014 (FY14) National Guard and Reserve Budget Request. Vice Admiral (VADM) Robin Braun, Chief 

of Navy Reserve (CNR) was part of the panel testifying before the committee.  VADM Braun testified about the 

proposed FY14 budget and its impact upon the Navy Reserve. Currently, the Reserve makes up 16% of total Navy 

manpower numbers, but only accounts for 2.5% of the total budget. The Reserve component of the Navy offers an 

affordable and low risk force for the United States Military. The Reserve maintains high levels of readiness and is 

always on standby for action and service. As such, there needs to be a continued level of funding to sustain high levels 

of maintenance and capability. VADM Braun stated that people make up the most crucial part of the Navy Reserve and 

as a result, the Reserve must be able to maintain family programs, such as the Yellow Ribbon Initiative, in order to 



protect and provide for service members and their families. Admiral Braun ended her testimony by stating her 

confidence that the proposed budget provides the proper funding for the Navy Reserve to maintain necessary readiness 

and agility capabilities, and that she thanks Congress for their continued support. 
  
Important questions and answers included Senator Thad Cochran (R-MS), SAC-D Ranking Member, asking about the 

dependence levels on National Guard and Reserve forces and if there is a proper balance at the moment between Active 

Duty forces and the Reserve Component.   VADM Braun responded that the Navy is more integrated between Active 

and Reserve now than ever before with joint Active/Reserve personnel serving throughout multiple sectors such as 

surface warfare, aviation, and Special Forces. She also responded that a good hard look at the current ratio is needed to 

fully address if the capabilities are effective or if there needs to be a shift between Active and Reserve forces. Senator 

Cochran also asked if Naval forces are benefiting from Reservists serving aboard actively deployed ships and if there is 

sufficient funding to train for Active Duty. VADM Braun responded that Reservists are valiantly serving aboard ships 

worldwide, including in the Persian Gulf and on the Singapore bound LCS USS Freedom. She continued to say that she 

is confident that the current budget will provide the necessary funding for training the small but vitally important 

Reserve forces actively deployed among the fleets. An alarming fact brought up during the hearing involved SAC-D 

Chairman, Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL), asking why is there a higher percentage of civilian employees committing 

suicide within the DOD compared to service members.   Lieutenant General (LTG) William Ingram, Director of the 

Army National Guard, testified that on top of those tragic numbers, more than 50% of the military service members who 

commit suicide have never been actively deployed. 
   
SENATE ARMED SERVICES, MILITARY PERSONNEL SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING ON FY14 BUDGET 

AND AGR 
On 17 April 2013 the Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC), Subcommittee on Personnel held a hearing on the 

Fiscal Year 2014 (FY14) budget and Active/Guard and Reserve (AGR) Programs. The hearing was Chaired by Senator 

Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY) and the Ranking Member, Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC). Two panels testified during the 

hearing, including Assistant Secretary of Defense (Health Affairs) and Director of TRICARE Management Activity, Dr. 

Jonathan Woodson, Acting Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness), Ms. Jessica Wright, Acting 

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Readiness and Force Management), Mr. Frederick Vollrath, and Acting Assistant 

Secretary of Defense (Reserve Affairs), Mr. Richard O. Wightman. 
  
Secretary Wright opened his testimony on the FY14 budget and its guidance based on the extraordinary financial 

circumstances of late. Military personnel costs have stayed at a third of the total military budget with $137.1 billion in 

the FY14 budget proposal. Ms. Wright emphasized the need for a network of military family services, civilian transition 

programs and further help from Congress in future personnel problems. Secretary Woodson concentrated on military 

medical programs, testifying to the advances made in the past 11 years. The emphasized the need for a greater focus on 

mental health screenings before, during and after service to check for the possibilities of harmful illnesses. He also said 

that there will also be stronger care overall through reduced redundancies, exempting the most vulnerable from fee 

increases and focuses on medical readiness. Mr. Vollrath then testified on the need to manage under the difficulties of 

sequestration. Sequestration forces the Department of Defense (DOD) to take a hard look at programs and carefully 

manage what needs to be kept. A top priority for Mr. Vollwrath was to focus on suicide prevention services and 

military-civilian transition programs. The last panelist of the group, Mr. Wightman touched on similar points as his 

colleagues, with a focus on the fact that budget cuts make the Reserve and Guard forces the affordable and effective 

military tool to deal with future situations. 
  
Some key questions asked during the hearing include Senator Tim Kaine (D-VA) asking about the current strengths and 

weakness to military recruiting and retention. Mr. Vollrath responded that the military side of the question remains 

strong, but there are recruitment and moral concerns with civilian employees as a result of the budget delay, the 

expiration of the Continuing Resolution (CR) debate last month, coupled with sequestration. Chairwoman Gillibrand 

asked the panelists their thoughts on improving mental health services and the consensus of the responses she received 

was that there is a greater need for counseling, top down leadership initiatives and educating the importance of receiving 

screenings and treatment to our servicemembers. 
  
HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS, MILCON/VA SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING ON VA FY14 BUDGET 
On 18 April 2013, the House Appropriations Committee, Military Construction & Veterans Affairs (HAC-

MILCON/VA) Subcommittee held a hearing on the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Fiscal Year 2014 (FY14) 



Budget Request. The six-member panel of Department of Veterans’ Affairs personnel included notable witnesses such 

as The Honorable Eric K. Shinseki, Secretary of Veterans Affairs, Dr. Robert A. Patzel, Under Secretary for Health, 

Department of Veterans Affairs, and General Allison Hickey, Under Secretary for Benefits, Department of Veterans’ 

Affairs. 
  
HAC Chairman, Representative Hal Rogers (R-KY-05), began his opening statement by thanking Secretary Shinseki for 

his service and his presence at the Committee. Chairman Rogers noted the delay of the President’s Budget (PB), which 

Chairman Rogers characterized as “woefully late.” He next turned his attention to the challenge of the VA disability 

claims backlog, citing the increase in claims caused by the change of policy through changes in Agent Orange and 

PTSD eligibility. Chairman Rogers remained optimistic and hopeful to hear on VA’s prospects of meeting its goal of 

ending the backlog by 2015. Finally, Chairman Rogers concluded his statement by bringing to attention the issue of 

prescription drug abuse as both a national and service specific issue. 
  
Ranking Member, Representative Sanford Bishop (D-GA-02), echoed the statements made by Chairman Rogers and 

stressed the importance of addressing the backlog of claims, which he characterized as a “serious problem.” His direct 

question as part of his statement to the panel was, “what’s being done to fix it?” Ranking Member Bishop continued to 

stress the importance of addressing the backlog issue throughout his statement as he remarked that VA backlogs 

remained his district’s number one constituent challenge and added, “They are just as impatient as am I.” Ranking 

Member Bishop concluded his statement by expressing his hope on the search of a focus on how to fix the backlog 

issue. 
  
Secretary Shinseki took a moment as part of his statement to thank the work of Veterans Service Organizations (VSO’s) 

as components that assisted and complemented with the goals of the VA. Secretary Shinseki expressed what he 

characterized as a steadfast commitment to Veterans from the President before moving on to describing the challenges 

before the VA. Secretary Shinseki explained that the major obstacles facing the VA were as follows, increase in 

Veterans accessing VA benefits, the goal to clear the disability claims backlog by 2015, and the pledge to end Veteran 

homelessness by 2015. Secretary Shinseki noted that there are presently 22 million living Veterans and there has been a 

one million increase as a result of the decade-long conflict in Iraq and Afghanistan. Secretary Shinseki went on to 

explain how the VA was going by to meet these challenges, including, training 2,300 claims processors, creating 

effective questionnaires, and investing in Information Technology (IT) solutions and that the FY14 budget, he feels, 

adequately meets these needs. 
  
SENATE ARMED SERVICES, READINESS SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING ON NAVY PROGRAMS 
On 18 April 2013, the Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC), Subcommittee on Readiness and Management 

Support held a hearing titled “Oversight: Current Readiness of United States Forces.” The four-member panel included 

notable witnesses such as Admiral Mark E. Ferguson III, USN, Vice Chief of Naval Operations (VCNO), United States 

Navy and General John M. Paxton, Jr., USMC, Assistant Commandant, United States Marine Corps. 
  
SASC- Readiness Chairwoman, Senator Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH), began her opening statement by warning her 

colleagues that under sequestration American forces foreshadowed the “hallmark of a hollow force.” Chairwoman 

Shaheen explained that sequestration would end up costing more in the long-run as actions to undo it would end up 

exceeding the costs if sequestration had not be enacted. The Chairwoman also pointed at the issue of the increasing 

price of fuel and the dependability of the Armed Forces on fossil fuels, arguing that the United States needed to have 

energy independence as part of its national security strategy. However, Chairwoman Shaheen remained optimistic that 

solutions could be found to address the sequester issue. 
  
Ranking Member, Senator Kelly Ayotte (R-NH), spoke next echoing many of the comments by Chairwoman Shaheen. 

She praised the work of the Committee as bi-partisan, dedicated to the warfighters and Veterans of the Armed Forces.  

She also stressed importance of maintaining a strong strategic posture as “potential enemies and friends need to know 

that we have the capability to respond.” Ranking Member Ayotte cited General Martin Dempsey’s statement in a 

hearing that budget uncertainty could lead to a “security gap.”   In his testimony, Admiral Mark Ferguson highlighted 

the many obstacles the Navy faces in the current sequester environment as part of his statement. Admiral Ferguson 

stated that two-thirds of ships and planes would not be mission-ready, there would be increased costs associated with 

systems development, and there would be deferred base operating support and improvements, among other challenges. 



Admiral Ferguson also cautioned that unless an agreement is met on sequestration soon to stop its continued effect upon 

our military, the FY14 obligation for the Navy could be reduced by $10-15 billion. Admiral Ferguson concluded by 

remarking, “Our Navy must continue to operate where it matters and when it matters.” 
  
AUSN ON THE HILL 
This week, aside from regularly monitoring Congressional hearings, AUSN was very active on the Hill, attending 

numerous meetings, events and forums.  Earlier this week, AUSN participated in roundtable discussion with leadership 

of the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee (HVAC), led by HVAC Chairman, Representative Jeff Miller (R-FL-01).  In 

the roundtable, AUSN and other Veteran Service Organization’s (VSO’s) discussed concerns moving forward with the 

Fiscal Year 2014 (FY14) Budget and the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).  Some of the main points discussed 

were frustrations with the e-benefits page of the Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA) working with the Department 

of Defense (DOD) and other VA databases and lack of synchronization between them.  Another subject of debate 

included how the processing of claims continues to deteriorate, with most claims being unprocessed and clogging the 

system being related to Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).  In addition, AUSN’s Legislative Director and 

Executive Director, RADM Casey Coane, met with the Chairman of the House Armed Services Committee (HASC), 

Subcommittee on Seapower, Representative J. Randy Forbes (R-VA-04) about future collaborative efforts and sharing 

resources and information.  AUSN also attended a Congressional Reception honoring certain Members of Congress for 

their work on Legislative efforts for Veterans, discussing a few of AUSN’s priorities to Members of Congress and staff 

in the process as well as held a meeting with staff of Representative Gloria Negrete-McLeod (D-CA-35), a new Member 

of the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee, to discuss some Veterans bills of interest to AUSN. 
  
PRIORITY BILLS INTRODUCED THIS WEEK 
S. 759, Military Spouse Job Continuity Act of 2013.  Introduced by Senator Bob Casey (D-PA), the bill would amend 

the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow a credit against income tax for amounts paid by a spouse of a member of the 

Armed Forces for a new State license or certification required by reason of a permanent change in the duty station of 

such member to another State. 
S. 735, Survivor Benefits Improvement Act of 2013. Introduced by Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT), the bill would 

amend title 38, United States Code, to improve benefits and assistance provided to surviving spouses of veterans under 

laws administered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs. 
S. 734, (Official title yet to be released).  Introduced by Senator Bill Nelson (D-FL), the bill would amend title 10, 

United States Code, to repeal the requirement for reduction of survivor annuities under the Survivor Benefit Plan by 

veterans' dependency and indemnity compensation. 
H.R. 1631, (Official title yet to be released).  Introduced by Representative Ed Markey (D-MA-05), the bill would 

amend title 37, United States Code, to require the Secretary of Defense to ensure that members of the Armed Forces 

serving in a combat zone automatically receive the education benefits to which they are entitled. 
H.R. 1623, VA Claims Efficiency Through Information Act of 2013.  Introduced by Representative Gloria Negrete-

McLeod (D-CA-35), the bill would amend title 38, United States Code, to direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 

make publicly available certain information about pending and completed claims for compensation under the laws 

administered by the Secretary. 
H.R. 1620, Military Spouse Job Continuity Act of 2013.  Introduced by Representative Matt Cartwright (D-PA-17), 

the bill would amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow a credit against income tax for amounts paid by a 

spouse of a member of the Armed Forces for a new State license or certification required by reason of a permanent 

change in the duty station of such member to another State. 
  
In the advocacy section of the website, you can click on Bills of Interest to get daily revisions on Congressional action 

for all AUSN priority bills.  We STRONGLY encourage you all to visit our Advocacy page, especially the Capitol Hill 

Blog which receives almost daily submissions when Congress is in session to see what AUSN is doing for you on 

Capitol Hill.  
  
We also encourage you and your friends and family to visit the AUSN FACEBOOK PAGE.  If you have an account, 

please Login and “Like” us, which will allow you to see our TWITTER feeds and other updates from AUSN that shows 

us monitoring Capitol Hill on your behalf! 
  
NEW LEGISLATIVE ALERTS 
There was one new Legislative Alert sent this week based on hearings and interaction with Congressional staff, as well 

http://www.ausn.org/Advocacy/BillsofInterest/tabid/2668/Default.aspx
http://www.ausn.org/Advocacy/tabid/150/Default.aspx
http://www.ausn.org/Advocacy/TheCapitolHillBlog/tabid/2335/Default.aspx
http://www.ausn.org/Advocacy/TheCapitolHillBlog/tabid/2335/Default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/AUSN1
http://twitter.com/ausntweets


as traction on the issue.  When these alerts are sent to your email, please click on the TAKE ACTION link that is at the 

top of the alert email to send a letter response to your Members of Congress.  If you have not seen them, please go to the 

Legislative Alerts section on the AUSN webpage and/or check your e-mail for the following alerts which were titled: 
  
Legislative Alert #113-10: URGE Congress to Oppose TRICARE Fee Increases in FY14 Budget 
  
NEXT WEEK OUTLOOK 
Next week Congress will be in session, continuing its series of hearings on the President’s Budget (PB) for Fiscal Year 

2014 (FY14), including a Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC) hearing on the Navy’s budget request.  In 

addition, AUSN will be meeting with AUSTAL, receiving a brief on the Independence Class variant of the Littoral 

Combat Ship (LCS) as this program moves forward in appropriation considerations for FY14.  AUSN also will be 

meeting with Senator Mark Warner (D-VA) to discuss Navy impact on Virginia in regards to the FY14 budget as well 

as just a general meet and greet.  Lastly, AUSN will be participating next week in another Veteran Service Organization 

(VSO) roundtable forum, this time hosted by House Democratic Leader, Representative Nancy Pelosi (D-CA-12). 
  
AUSN LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT SEEKING LEGISLATIVE LIAISON VOLUNTEERS FOR 2013 
AUSN has received numerous volunteers for the Legislative Liaison program and is grateful for everyone who has 

thrown their hands up to help in our grassroots efforts in the states.  AUSN’s Legislative Director and National Vice 

President of Government Relations have spoken recently on our current volunteers and are finalizing details which will 

be released before the end of the month.  The program officially launched on 1 April 2013 and we have already had our 

volunteers out in the field engaging their Members of Congress in their state and district offices. 
  
However, AUSN is still seeking TWO VOLUNTEER AUSN MEMBERS per state, (PARTICULARLY to fill 

remaining gaps from Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, Delaware, Georgia, Hawaii, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Maine, 

Michigan, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, North Carolina, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, 

Rhode Island, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Washington, West Virginia and Wyoming) to act as AUSN 

Legislative Liaisons and meet with their Members of Congress AT LEAST TWICE a year, preferably once in the late 

Spring and once in the early Fall.  The goal will be to have AUSN Members engage their Congressional Delegation and 

report to the Legislative Director at the AUSN Headquarters on what transpired and what they need.  AUSN 

Headquarters will provide necessary copies of Legislative Alerts, Fact Sheets, Priorities/Objectives Cards and any other 

information in preparation for meetings upon request. 
  
To qualify for being a 2013 AUSN Legislative Liaison, you must; 
 
- Be an Active AUSN Member (and be a permanent resident of State you wish to liaison with) 
- Be willing to meet with your Senators' offices TWICE a year (which have District offices throughout your State) 
- Be willing to engage with at least ONE House Member District office TWICE a year 
- Report to AUSN Legislative Director, Anthony Wallis, and/or the NEW National Vice President of Government 

Relations, RDML Robin Graf, USNR (Ret), on meetings and important highlights via e-mail 
- Stick STRICTLY to FEDERAL issues of concern (AUSN Priority Card) to AUSN that are nation-wide and benefit all 

members of the Navy community 
  
IF INTERESTED, please contact AUSN'S Legislative Director, Anthony Wallis, at anthony.wallis@ausn.org and copy 

RDML Graf, at grafrl@cox.net. 
  
QUESTIONS/COMMENTS/CONCERNS 
Anthony A. Wallis, Legislative Director 
Phone (o): 703-548-5800, (m): 703-517-9310 
E-mail: Anthony.Wallis@ausn.org  
Legislative Action Center: Contact Congress 
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